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The Bible was written a long time ago.


I feel the need to start right there,

	 given the words of Proverbs today.


The Bible is often beautiful literature.

	 And thought is also, frequently, written with great skill,

	 	 	 I would say that starting the list of qualities in Proverbs

	 	 	 	 	 with that question,

	 	 	 	 	 A capable wife who can find? 
	 	 was not the best idea.


The Bible was written a long time ago.


I say that not to utterly dismiss what we are hearing,

	 but just to give it some context.


Men have so long been in power,

	 and that has only just started to break apart

	 	 in the last 50 years or so.


We have a long way to go.

	 A long way to go

Think about it.

	 Why is it that implying that a man is acting womanly

	 	 is seen as an insult?


Why do little boys harass each other by saying, “You look like a girl.”
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We’ve made progress in the last half century or so,

	 but we have a long way to go.


So imagine how far there was go to when Proverbs was written.


This is a man’s view of an ideal wife,

	 but it’s a pretty strong view.

	 	 She runs the house

	 	 and makes good choices

	 	 and works hard

	 	 and holds discipline.

She makes wise and prudent financial decisions.


This is the human embodiment of wisdom.

	 Earlier in the book,

	 	 it was made clear that Divine Wisdom,

	 	 	 an attribute of God,

	 	 	 	 is feminine.


Just as we pray to God the Father,

	 so we might pray to our Divine Mother

	 	 	 	 for Holy Wisdom.


We don’t often do that.

	 But that says more about humanity

	 	 than it does God

	 	 or even scripture.
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I wonder, what might have happened

	 if the disciples had been reading Proverbs

	 	 along their journey with Jesus.


Here we have twelve men,

	 and they are all fighting over what it means to follow Jesus.


Last week they were clear that Jesus wasn’t allowed to suffer and die.

This week,

	 we hear them arguing over who will be Jesus’ right hand man.


Again, I’ll say,

	 the Bible was written a long time ago.


The language can be hard for us to follow,

	 almost more so when it seems straightforward.


2,000 years ago the ancient democracy in Athens

	 was already 300 years in the past.


The prevailing form of government was monarchy.

Kings and queens always had checks on their power,

	 limits to what they could get away with.


But while they sat on the throne,

	 they were the absolute authority,

	 	 especially among the common people.


Here we have King Jesus,

	 the Son of Man

	 	 	 and his followers.


	 	 	 His followers acknowledge

	 	 	 	 that he will sit on the throne.


	 	 	 	 	 They make no claim to that.
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Instead, they desire to be at his right hand.

	 They desire to be Chief of Staff

	 	 or perhaps ambassador,

	 	 	 to use language we would understand.


When Jesus sends them out into the world,

	 who will be received as Jesus would be received?

	 Who will be given the same honor as the king?


We do this in our own government.

	 It is a strategic choice

	 	 whether the president

	 	 	 or the vice president

	 	 	 or the Secretary of State

	 	 	 	 goes to visit a foreign leader.


And if the country or the issue is small enough,

	 then they get only the ambassador

	 or a lower level functionary.


But it is the president who has a state dinner with the Queen of England

	 	 or meets with the ruler of China.


Who will be given the honor to act in Jesus’ name?

Who will be received with the same dignity

	 with which the King of Creation would be received?


Jesus says anyone at all, 
	 	 and the humbler the better.


	 	 	 	 It could be a child.
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Which is not the answer the disciples wanted to hear.

	 But how could they have followed Jesus

	 	 	 and expected anything else?


Well, let’s offer them a bit of compassion.

	 They are only human after all.

	 Same as us.


Don’t we worry about prestige?

Aren’t we concerned with reputation

	 	 	 and standing in the community?


James was writing about that same problem,

	 years later.

	 	 	 About the time things were falling apart in Jerusalem.


Reputation and standing in the community.

	 It’s not based on the things we tend to value.


	 	 James seems to think that followers of Jesus

	 	 	 ought to develop a reputation

	 	 	 	 for welcoming the least and the lost,

	 	 	 	 	 	 the smelliest and the most undesirable.


And that is frankly,

	 very hard.


It goes against the teaching of the world.

It goes against our instincts for survival.
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Survival usually means aligning ourselves with the powerful

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 and the prestigious.


Jesus isn’t all that concerned with survival.

He is concerned with resurrection,

	 with new life,

	 and with the kingdom come.


We claim to be interested in the same things as Jesus.

	 	 And sometimes we are.


	 	 But we get distracted.

	 	 	 By many things!

	 	 We all have our own little gods.  


Peter’s little god was power and prestige,

	 he didn’t want his Jesus getting spat upon and killed.


	 Peter wanted nothing to do with taking up a cross.

	 	 	 It was too painful.

	 	 	 	 too shameful.


That was last week’s story.


This week, we see that they still don’t get it,

	 	 	 they don’t understand, but they were afraid to ask him.

This week, we see that they still don’t get it,

	 	 	 they are still arguing over who will be the greatest.


What happened?

	 Why were they afraid?

	 Why do they think greatness matters?
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Between last week and this week,

	 between what does it mean to be the messiah

	 and what does it look like to sit on the right hand of God,

	 	 we missed a whole story.


It’s the one where Jesus and his disciples go up the mountain.

	 The light shines on them.

	 God says, This is my son, with whom I am well pleased. 
	 	 	 LISTEN TO HIM. 

And then they come down the mountain.


They couldn’t listen

	 when Jesus when he told them what it meant to be the Messiah.


	 	 So God made sure to say it nice and loud,

	 	 	 up on a mountain top.


And then, Jesus casts a demon out of a little boy.

	 The father cries out, I believe; help my unbelief.


	 	 	 And the boy is healed.

	 	 	 The demon is gone.


All of that,

	 and they are still arguing

	 	 over who would be the greatest in the kingdom.


	 	 

The Bible was written a long time ago.

	 But it’s the word of the Lord.

	 And thanks be to God for it!
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It’s the word of the Lord,

	 but it could be our story, nearly word for word.


The good news,

	 and this is good news,

	 	 this is the gospel.


The good news,

	 is that if Jesus would come lead that bunch

	 	 around the dusty hills of Galilee,


	 it seems to me that he would be proud to come and lead this bunch

	 	 from the Country Club to the Flower Streets

	 	 to the farming country down along Whitesville Road.


We may not do much better than them,

	 but we sure wouldn’t do any worse!


And just think,

	 you and I are here today,

	 	 because of them.


	 	 Those twelve that didn’t get it.

	 	 Even Judas who betrayed him,

	 	 	 and Peter who denied him,

	 	 	 and Thomas who didn’t believe a word of it.
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The Bible was written a long time ago,

	 but we are here today.


because that story says that anybody can follow Jesus,

	 anybody.


	 	 Even the least.

	 	 and the lost.


Anybody.

	 From Galilee

	 to LaGrange.


It was written a long time ago,

	 but the story seems new.


	


