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Allen Pruitt


I will open my sermon with the words of the offertory

	 that we say every Wednesday night at our Celtic Evening Eucharist.


Priest: All things come from you, O Lord. 
All: And of your own have we given you. 

And then I continue the Eucharistic Prayer with these words:


Now let us lay aside all cares of this life, that we, like the angels, may offer our 
worship, joining with them in singing to the thrice-holy and life-giving 
Trinity: 

What a thing to do:

	 to “lay aside all cares of this life,

	 	 that we, like the angels,

	 	 	 may offer our worship.”


That’s what we are here for today.

	 To offer our worship.


	 We offer ourselves.

Sometimes,

	 we have services where we don’t collect a monetary offering. 

Earlier this week,

	 before the need for “social distancing” became more evident,

	 	 we planned to take up our offering differently.

	 	 	 Not during the offertory time,

	 	 	 	 but inviting you to bring your offering forward,

	 	 	 	 	 as you came up for communion.
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And today, perhaps when you log off, before you make your lunch,

	 you’ll write a check and seal an envelope,

	 or log onto your bank and hit “send.”


Different ways of making an offering


And yet, there is almost always a place in the bulletin that says,

	 “Offertory.”

	 And then we have the “Presentation.”

	 	 	 We present our offerings to the Lord.


It may seem strange;

it may seem out of order,

	 but it’s not, entirely.


Even those services at which we don’t collect a monetary offering at all,

	 we still have an offertory.

	 We still offer and present ourselves to God.


	 We do that by showing up here.

	 We do that by bringing forward bread and wine.

	 	 We wouldn’t have that bread or that wine

	 	 	 if people didn’t offer their money to buy it.

	 	 We wouldn’t have this altar set and laid out

	 	 	 if people didn’t offer themselves to do the work.

	 	 We would not have this space in which to worship

	 	 	 if we didn’t all join in offering ourselves to God.


Today,

	 we do that by logging on,

	 or by making a phone call

	 	 to somebody we would have seen at church, but can’t
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Our plan for today,

	 had we still been meeting in this space,

	 	 was to bless both bread and wine.


	 Representatives for the altar guild would have processed forward,

	 	 carrying bread and wine,

	 and we would have offered prayers

	 	 and together blessed both bread and wine.


	 	 And then I would have distributed only the bread…


It would have been strange.

	 Offering the wine,

	 blessing the wine,

	 giving thanks for the wine,

	 	 but not giving it out.

Strange,

	 but right.


It would have been strange,

	 perhaps not as strange as where we currently find ourselves,

	 	 but different.


Today,

	 so that we can all fully participate,

	 	 we aren’t even doing Eucharist.


	 	 We are doing Morning Prayer, a portion of the Daily Office.

	 	 Something we can all do,

	 	 	 even separated as we are.

	 




 of 4 8

Morning Prayer or Eucharist.

Gathered here all together or physically separate as we are

	 We stand in the middle of ancient practices.

	 	 Take the bread, bless, break, and give. 
	 	 Take the cup of wine, bless. 
	 	 	 Do this in remembrance… 
	 	 As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray. 
	 	 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

The list goes on and on. 
We stand in ancient practices,

	 but we live as people of the 21st century,

	 	 beset by our own problems

	 	 	 and our own awareness

	 	 	 	 of the best ways to mitigate those problems.


And so, for the time being,

	 we alter our pattern of worship.

	 	 and these alterations come

	 	 	 more quickly than any of us could have imagined,

	 	 	 	 even in the middle of last week!


It’s important to remember

	 that we offer the sacraments,

	 we take, bless, break, and offer

	 	 because Jesus commanded us to do so.

Important to remember,

	 that we gather, virtually, or in this space,

	 	 we gather to offer prayers,

	 	 	 common prayers,

	 	 	 	 to the God who made us.

	 	 to the God who commanded us to pray without ceasing.
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But why?

	 Because eating a common meal will save us?

	 Because saying prayers together will save us?

	 	 	 Well maybe…


But not because we are gathered here,

	 not because some magic words were spoken,

	 	 but because the love of God has been offered to us.


	 	 Because we can see that love pretty clearly

	 	 	 when we gather together,

	 	 	 or even when we long to be gathered, but can’t.


Think of the best of your family meals.

Think of catching up with an old friend over lunch.

	 Gathering together is holy.

	 Gathering and sharing is part of the sacrament,

	 	 	 part of what makes it sacramental.


	 That sacrament is not diminished by our physical distance.

	 The miracle of God’s presence among us

	 	 	 cannot be changed by any amount of social distancing.


	 We are gathered together,

	 	 right now,

	 	 	 holy people of God,

	 	 	 	 offering what prayers we can,

	 	 	 	 	  on behalf of the brokenness of the world,

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 the brokenness in our own lives.
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Our purpose, as Christians,

	 is not to perform sacraments or ancient rites.

Our purpose

	 is to proclaim the love of God.

Our purpose

	 is to make that love known.


It’s a miracle that these ancient practices have served us so well

	 for all this time.

	 	 Breaking bread, 
	 	 Blessing wine, 
	 	 Saying our prayers together. 

They will continue to serve us well.

	 But sacrament is holy and powerful,

	 	 not because it is magic,

	 	 but because it is an outward and visible sign

	 	 	 of an inward and spiritual grace.


That grace is present to us,

	 not when we perform our worship just right,

	 not when we do anything, just right;

that grace is present to us,

	 not because of anything we do,

	 	 but because God has offered himself to us!


And so, in the coming days and weeks,

	 no matter the patterns our lives take,

	 no matter the practical realities with which we are faced,

	 	 we remain grounded in the central task God has set before us:

	 	 	 to accept God’s grace and to proclaim it.
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For now,

	 we proclaim it by gathering as we can,

	 	 virtually today,

	 	 	 and in more opportunities to come.

	 	 by saying our prayers each day,

	 	 	 offering prayers for our own anxieties,

	 	 	 	 our own wounds,

	 and on behalf of the anxiety and the wounded-ness of the world.


Today we are separated, physically,

But we share as much of God’s grace as we ever have.

	 God’s grace is not limited by disease

	 	 or practical realities

	 	 or our failings

	 	 or anything else in all creation,

	 	 	 in heaven

	 	 	 or earth

	 	 	 or under the earth.


God’s grace is…NOT…LIMITED.


How can you offer yourself to that grace?

How can we offer ourselves?

How can we,

	 at any given time,

	 	 given the practical realities of our lives,

how can we lay aside our cares, 
	 that we, like the angels, 
	 	 may offer our worship, 
	 	 	 joining with them in singing 
	 	 	 	 to the holy and life giving God? 
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We will take our cares up again.

The cares of this life WILL find us.

	 Can we lay them down,

	 	 that we may offer ourselves?

	 	 that we may know ourselves surrounded by the grace of God?


Opportunities to offer ourselves are everywhere,

	 especially in times like these.


Opportunities to show kindness,

	 compassion,

	 patience,

	 and reverence for the holy spark God has imbued in all life.


We worship to offer ourselves

	 to the God who first offers himself to us.


We stand in our purpose

	 to proclaim the love and grace of God.


We stand in awe of the God

	 who offers us grace and love,

	 	 endless love and grace,

	 	 	 no matter what,


	 	 for all time,

	 	 	 endless grace,

	 	 	 everlasting love.


	


