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 Allen Pruitt

Jesus is arguing with somebody again.
Maybe better put,

somebody is arguing with Jesus again.

We are used to hearing from the Pharisees.
They loved to argue with Jesus.

Turns out they aren’t the only ones.
This time it’s the Sadducees.

The Pharisees and the Sadducees
were the two main groups of Jews in the ancient near east.

Both groups believed that the five books of Moses
were the most important of all holy scripture;

That’s where the similarities stopped and the differences began.

The Sadducees felt like God had stopped speaking
with the five books of Moses.

The Pharisees believed that God continued to speak through the prophets

The Sadducees believed
that the only way to fulfill your religious obligations

was to read the scriptures
and make your sacrifices at the temple.

The Pharisees believed that the oral tradition was important:
you could learn things about God

by focusing on those around you
and by going to church to listen,

even if you couldn’t make it to the temple to offer sacrifice.  
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When the temple in Jerusalem was destroyed
some 40 years after the death and resurrection of Jesus,

the Sadducees could not go on:
there was nowhere to offer sacrifice
and so there was no way to be Jewish in their eyes.

The Pharisees on the other hand,
had already started worshipping in community,

in their local towns.
They had rabbis

and synagogues
and they had a way to move forward.

And so today,
every branch of modern Judaism

finds its roots in the Pharisees.

And then one more distinction,
important for our story today:

the Pharisees believed in resurrection after death,
the Sadducees did not.
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Jim Yeary, rector of this church in the 1980‘s
made a terrible joke one time

when he was preaching at my home parish in Rome, GA.

It’s a dad joke, but I didn’t know it at the time.
Now I’m a dad, and I think it’s kind of brilliant.

Are you ready to hear it?
It’s really bad.

He said,
If you want to remember the difference

between the Pharisees and the Sadducees,
then just remember this:

the Pharisees believed in life after death,
and that made them happy.

The Sadducees believed that you just died and that was it,
and so they were SAD YOU SEE.

I told you;
it was terrible.

But all these years later,
I remember what he said,
so I guess sometimes a bad joke

is the best form of communication.

Besides.

Who doesn’t love a good dad joke?
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So the Sadducees didn’t believe in the resurrection.

I’m still left a little baffled by this argument that Jesus is in.
I’m even pretty baffled by what Jesus says on his end of the argument.

There’s a lot we could get into.
But I think I’ll try to skip past all the things I don’t really understand,

all the things that I don’t think matter all that much.
I think I’ll try to explain it the way I would to our children’s class

on 2nd Sundays,
and see where that gets us.

There were some people who didn’t believe in the resurrection.
They came to talk to Jesus.
Jesus wanted them to believe in the resurrection,

so he told them about it in a way they might understand and believe.

But why?
Why did Jesus care whether they believed in the resurrection?
Why did it matter to them?
Why does it matter to us?
What even is the resurrection?
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Fred Craddock makes the point

	 that this is NOT the human notion of the immortality of the soul.

Immortality is based on a doctrine of human nature that denies death; 
resurrection is based on a doctrine of God 
	 which says that even though we die, 
	 	 	 God gives life to the dead.  1

We are NOT immortal.

We…are resurrected.


	 We will die,

	 and God will raise us.


Which means we can’t get there without God.

I don’t mean
that you can’t get saved because your soul isn’t pure enough

or holy enough
or you weren’t good enough.

I mean that for whatever reason,
sin,
lack of belief,
or just plain old death,

we cannot get to eternal life without God.
We cannot be raised without God.

We will die.
And without God,
that is the end.

But God will never let death be the end.

 Craddock, Fred.  Interpretation, Luke. p. 238.1
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Why does Jesus care if we believe in all that?

Because it’s the gospel.
It’s the good news.
It’s the only good news.
It’s the only thing that matters.

It’s good news when you realize
that it’s not our job to preserve our souls

and try to make them last till eternity.

It’s good news to know that no matter how dead we get,
God will raise us!

If we can we finally,
fundamentally believe

that we don’t get to eternal life without God,
that we don’t get there because that’s just what souls do,

then maybe we will finally,
fundamentally believe,

that we didn’t get here without God either.
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I didn’t get this job without God.
You didn’t get yours either.

I didn’t get my family without God.
You either.

I didn’t get through my divorce without God.
Nor you any of the difficulties you have faced,

and we all face our share.

We didn’t get here without God.

A few years ago

	 members of our youth group were picking hymns for youth Sunday.

	 	 	 They said, We really like that song about test tubes.


I had to scratch my head for a minute

before I figured out that they were talking about Earth and All Stars,

	 hymn number 412 in our hymnal.


Earth and all stars, loud rushing planets, 
	 sing to the Lord a new song. 

Hail, wind and rain, trumpets and pipes, 
loud boiling test tubes, knowledge and truth, 
	 sing to the Lord a new song. 

He has done marvelous things, 
	 I too will praise him with a new song.
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I think they loved the tune,

	 but most especially, they loved the words,

	 	 the fact that all these things we all do:

	 	 	 they were in class

	 	 	 	 and band

	 	 	 	 and playing sports

	 	 	 	 and just living their everyday lives.

	 They loved the fact that all these things we all do every day

	 	 are celebrated in this song

	 	 	 as a way to praise God.


They didn’t say all this,

and I didn’t try to say it back to them,

	 but I think what children often understand that we do not

	 	 is that EVERYTHING is a chance to praise God.


	 	 	 Our breathing in and our breathing out;

	 	 	 our kindness and our hard work.


	 	 	 All that lives and breathes praises God

	 	 	 	 by its living and its breathing.


It cannot help but do so,

	 because all life comes from God

	 	 and is a testament to the power and the love of God.


Why does Jesus care if we believe in the resurrection?

Why does it matter at all?
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Because it’s the gospel.
It’s the good news.
It’s the only good news.
It’s the only thing that matters.

Because,
	 all that lives and breathes praises God

	 	 by its living and its breathing. 

Because,

	 all that dies praises God,

	 	 by its rising to life again.


Because we did not create our lives.


Because when we die,

	 	 there is nothing that can prevent God,

	 	 	 	 from raising us to new life.


