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Allen Pruitt

“I have set before you life and death,
blessings and curses.

Choose life.”

Choose life.
We always have choices to make.

Choose life.
Death is always an option.

It has been from the beginning.
Way back there in the garden

they only had one choice:
do all the right things,
or do the one wrong thing.

They were people,
like us,

just people.

There’s always just one choice,
life or death.

Life is mercy,
justice,
kindness,
humility.

Death is vanity,
avarice,
fear,
oh you name it.

We’ve all got our own list.
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And that’s part of the problem.
We don’t always agree,

which choice means life;
which choice means death.

But there’s always a choice,
a choice between life and death.

Do you struggle with it?
Will you grapple in the night,

wrestling,
maybe with an angel,
maybe with the devil,

until morning light?
Will you pray like Jesus,

alone in the garden,
trying to make that choice between life and death?  

What happens when you make the wrong choice?

Today we have a baptism.
Herra Diane Thurman.

She’s seven
and she wants to get baptized.

When I asked her why,
she said she “wants to join God’s family.”

We talked the other day
about what it means to be part of God’s family.
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I told her that I think everybody,
just by being born,

we are all already part of God’s family.
I don’t think there’s a person in this world

that God doesn’t care about;
there’s not a person in this world

that God rejects.

I told her, “when you get baptized,
that means you become a Christian.”

She was quick to tell me
that being a Christian means that you follow Jesus.

And she talked about feeding people
and helping poor people
and being nice to people
and all the things that Jesus did,

things that he expects us to do too.

Things he expects us to do.
And we always have the choice:

follow Jesus,
or not.

Life,
or death…
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In just a few minutes,
Herra will stand in front of all of us,

right up here with her family.
First she’ll say that she wants to get baptized,
then her family will make some promises.

But we will all make some promises too.

We will promise to keep coming together,
breaking bread and praying,

no matter what divides us.
We will promise to resist evil

wherever we see it,
including our own lives.

We will promise to tell the Good News,
by what we say and what we do.

We will promise to seek and serve Christ in all persons,
to love our neighbors as ourselves.

We will promise to respect the dignity
of every human being.

And then the baptism
and communion,
and we’ll leave.

And then we’ll have a choice to make,
probably starting about 1:36 this afternoon.

Love our neighbor,
or not;

resist evil,
or not;

seek Christ,
or not;

Life,
or death…
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Life or death?
What happens when we make the wrong choice?
What happens when we cannot take hold of mercy or kindness? 
What happens when we cannot let go of vanity or fear?
What happens when we mess it up bad

and we aren’t seeing Jesus anywhere,
never mind in all people?

Well then,
we have chosen death.

But there’s a funny thing about following this God
who asks us to choose between life and death.

It’s the same God
who made the world out of nothing.

For God,
death is never the end.

For God,
resurrection and new life

are always just around the corner.

We choose death,
even when we ought to know better.

God always chooses life,
even when there’s nothing but an empty darkness all around.
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We don’t often get it right.
But God is always faithful.

God always chooses life.

Life or death.
We pretend that we have a world full of choices.

But most often,
it comes down to these two:

life or death.

We too often choose death,
but God always chooses life.

And so we will see creation;
we will see resurrection;
we will see salvation.

And we will…
with God’s help.


