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Allen Pruitt

Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”

This quote
from the prophet Isaiah

sits on my desk.

I see it in the corner of my vision always,
as I go over budgets
or write sermons
or thank you notes,
or check relentless and never ending email.

As I go over bulletins for the 7th time (and still some errors remain).  
When I call people to find out how they are doing,
or take calls to hear the latest complaint.

In the middle of the every day,
the mundane,
and the occasionally exciting parts of my job:
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Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”

How feeble are your knees
and how weak your hands?

How fearful is your heart?

It is my job to say to you,
“Do not fear!
Here is your God.

He comes with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.

He comes to save you.”

These are not easy things to say.
Because how will you be saved?

How will God make himself known?
Or more simply, how will you find strength to face each day?

I don’t know.
I don’t know

but I believe that it will happen,
that it is happening,

all the time.
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I believe it happens
because I believe that is God’s work,

God’s only work,
God’s work since before time
and God’s work until the end of all time.

God’s work is saving.
With vengeance,
with terrible recompense,

saving.

With creativity and blinding light,
with quiet words of hope.

saving.

With new life and unexpected joy,
with memories too hard to bear,

saving.

In deep shadow
and long night,

in a sea of confusion
and sometimes bitter loss,

saving.

When we cry out for it,
beg for it,
demand it,

saving.

When we were sure that everything was already fine,
saving.
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No one has been pretending lately,
that things are just fine.

We turn off the radio some mornings,
tired of hearing the latest bad news.
Tired too, of hearing the proclaimed solutions

to the latest bad news.

Bad news is not all there is,
but just as falling in love makes the whole world seem a bit brighter,

grief and loss
or just a run of bad luck,

they can close our eyes
to all but the worst around us.

Weak hands and feeble knees,
they can lead to fearful hearts,

fear that we won’t hear the strengthening word,
that we won’t be able to believe

in the salvation of our God.

And often,
we will not be able to believe it.

My daughter says that when it is pitch dark,
she starts to believe in monsters.

I don’t have the heart to tell her,
that never goes away.
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Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”

We will always be afraid of the dark.
God will always come and save us.

We will always be afraid of lonesome hours.
God will always be right there with us.

It has been that way from the beginning.
The apple eaten,
nakedness known,
the people hide themselves from God.

They can imagine no way
to live outside of their shame and their fear.

God seeks them,
finds them,
and fashions them clothes

as a token of redemption.
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John the Baptist,
proclaimed with boldness in the middle of the desert.

Baptizing for repentance.
He called down the powerful

and lifted up the lowly.
He humbled himself

and was the very image
of the faithful man

on fire with God.
And he was arrested for his trouble.

Arrested,
sure to die,

John is afraid today.

He asks Jesus,
“Are you the one who is to come,

or must we wait?”
So confident before,

his fear has nearly broken him.

We cannot do enough,
prepare enough,
be smart enough,
be energetic enough,
or even be faithful enough

to overcome every one of our fears.
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We are not indomitable.
But God is.

So I say to you,
and I hope that I can hear it myself.

“Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”


