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Allen Pruitt

Jesus said,
“As for these things that you see,

the days will come
when not one stone will be left upon another;
all will be thrown down

…Beware that you are not led astray;
for many will come in my name and say,

‘I am he!’
and, ‘The time is near!

Do not go after them.

When you hear of wars and insurrections,
do not be terrified;

for these things must take place first,
but the end will not follow immediately

…Nation will rise against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom;

there will be earthquakes,
and in various places famines and plagues;
and there will be dreadful portents
and great signs from heaven.

But before all this,
they will arrest you and persecute you;
they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons,
and you will be brought before kings and governors

because of my name

…By your endurance you will gain your souls.”
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Man, why couldn’t we have these readings last week?
Last week,

when I had a guest preacher?
Why couldn’t we have these readings last week,

before everything I say
gets interpreted in light of the election results.

Because that’s my fear you know,
that some of you

are going to be looking for me to say things
that I’m probably not going to say,

or maybe some of you
are hoping that I won’t say anything at all.

But I can’t do that!
Some of us are afraid,

or at least sad.
Some of us are excited,

or at least satisfied.

But all of us go to this church.
All of us belong to God.

These past weeks
we at St. Mark’s have engaged our annual pledge campaign,

making offerings and pledges to our common life
and the work we do,

for the coming year.

In a little while,
(during the presentation hymn),

you will be invited to come to this font,
and place your pledges into a basket,

or if you’ve already turned in your pledge,
to place a token of that offering into the basket.



�3

Coming forward to this font
will be a physical sign of your support for this church,

a physical sign of your offering yourself to God
and the life to which God has called us,

together.

“Let Us Give Thanks Together” we have said,
over these past weeks.

“Let us give thanks together” we will continue to say,
for all the time God gives us.

We are together,
in this church,
in this community,
across our nation,

together.

Much divides us,
that is true.

Differences of money and race,
differing priorities in the voting booth:

on the issues
and what we look for in our candidates.

3/10 of one percent of all votes cast
separate the presidential candidates.

400 thousand out of 120 Million!

I am reminded of the parable of the rich man and poor Lazarus:
“there is fixed a great chasm

between us and them.”
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Between us and them.
And that’s the way things feel right now:

us and them.

Are we foolish
to stand up and make our offering to the Lord,

saying the words,
“Let us give thanks together”?

Are we foolish
to think that a moderately sized church

with lovely stained glass
and good liturgy

is a big enough place
for all that division to be drawn together?

I hope so.
I hope we are foolish enough to believe that.
I hope that we are foolish beyond belief.
I hope that we are foolish enough

to trust the people next to us.
I hope we are foolish enough

to find out whether the people next to us
even agree with us,

that you and I agree on issue A,
which leaves us baffled

when we disagree on issue B.

That we would be foolish enough
to find out all that,

and still remain together,
drawn to this place

for worship and work,
for fellowship and care,

drawn by the hand of Almighty God.
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Jesus is talking about the apocalypse today.
None of us really want to hear that.

Some folks think that this election is apocalyptic;
some folks thought the last 8 years were apocalyptic,

or the 8 years before that,
and on and on.

We are terrified of the apocalypse,
and why not?

The four horsemen
and the lake of fire are the least of it.

What it really comes down to,
what apocalypse really means,

is the uncovering.
The revealing of the truth.

And who ain’t terrified of that?

Who ain’t terrified
of finding out the truth?

The truth is hard to hear;
we have to be strong to hear it;

…are we strong enough?

Are we strong enough
for the apocalypse?
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This election is an apocalypse.
And the last one,
and the one before that.

Every day is an apocalypse,
if we look close enough.

Every day
there is truth uncovered,

laid bare.

Beautiful truth,
difficult truth,
impossible truth,
undeniable truth.

Every day,
an apocalypse.

But don’t be afraid.
The truth will set you free.
The truth will give us something to work toward:

changing the truth
if we don’t like it,

reinforcing the truth
if we believe in its goodness.
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Don’t be afraid.
As Jesus said,

“Don’t be terrified.”

Take a risk on each other.
Take a risk that you will find God,

even at the other end
of a difficult conversation,

at the uncovering
of a difficult truth.

After all,
Jesus promised us

that we would find God
at the other end

of the apocalypse.


