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Allen Pruitt

I don’t know if you heard what I just heard.

“And his master commended the dishonest manager
because he had acted shrewdly;

for the children of this age
are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation

than are the children of light.

And I tell you,
make friends for yourself by means of dishonest wealth

so that when it is gone,
they may welcome you into the eternal homes.”

Did you just hear that?
Well I did,

and I read it all week too.
And I said to myself,

what on earth is that all about?

I’ve got a lot of nice books on my bookshelves.
There are a number that I pull down with some regularity.

This week I thumbed through the usual suspects
and all the others too,

looking for some answers
about this bizarre text!
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I can summarize the baffled expressions,
uniform across everything that I read,

with a quote from one of my lesser used commentaries,

“It is no exaggeration
to say that the parable’s meaning

has stumped even the best
and most creative interpreters of Scripture.”1

So there you go.
If you are stumped,

you are in good company!
They all say that.

They all say that it's impossible to understand,
     impossible to interpret,
     impossible to even tell for sure

where the parable ends.

They all say that it’s impossible,
but then they all come up with some kind of clever way

to explain the whole thing.

Well, it's all a little too clever for me.
To me,

this just sounds like life.
It's a little messy,
it's often confusing;
there's sometimes no good way to make the right decision.

That's real life,
and Jesus is just doing his best to talk about it.

Nixon, G. Penny.  Feasting on the Word, Year C, Vol. 4.  p. 931



�3

Last week we heard about a crazy shepherd,
willing to risk 99 to save one.

And we heard about a woman
who lost a tenth of what she had,

and then spent more than that on a party
to celebrate when she found it.

We heard Jesus
telling us that God is like that,

risking too much
for what seems like too little;

spending everything
on a party to celebrate the lost getting found.

And for some reason,
we skip right ahead to this story.
We skip to this crazy story

about this dishonest manager,
and skip right past the story of the prodigal son.

What does it all mean?
Stories about lost sheep

and lost coins,
about lost sons

and big parties?
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And then this?
A story about a manager,

not doing a very good job.
And he finds out that he’s going to be fired.

“What will I do?
…I am not strong enough to dig,
and I am ashamed to beg.

I need to do something to make people like me.”

So this is what he did:
summoning his master’s debtor’s one by one,

he asked them,
how much do you owe?

Cut it in half! 
And his master commended the dishonest manager…

Right there,
in one sentence,

everything that we would never expect:
dishonesty, commended.

Is Jesus being sarcastic?
Is this one of those stories

that shouldn’t have made it into the book?

We have no way to know.
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It’s not neat;
it’s not easy.
It’s as complicated a thing as you can imagine.

If anybody ever tries to say to you,
“The Bible said it,
God meant it,
so I believe it”,

just ask them what this story means.
Ask them

where’s the resurrection
and the redemption
and the grace,

in this story!

It’s just not that easy.
It’s not simple.
It’s a little messy,
it’s often confusing;
there’s sometimes no good way to make the right decision.

That’s real life,
and Jesus is just doing his best to talk about it.
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Real life is messy.
And getting right with God,

it often just makes things more complicated.

Real life is messy,
and so is real living.

It’s hard to know what to do,
with all the gifts that God has given you,

how to use them,
how to give them away,
how to give all of that back to God.

It’s hard to know what to do
when you’ve done everything the best you know how,

and things still don’t seem to go your way.

It’s a little messy;
it’s often confusing;
there’s sometimes no good way to make the right decision.

That’s real life,
and Jesus is just doing his best to talk about it.

And he told the strangest stories
and he said the weirdest things,

trying to talk about real life.
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He said,
“you’ve got to take up a cross and follow me.”

He broke the laws that didn’t make any sense to him,
and he had dinner with some pretty terrible people.

Jesus told stories about shepherds and lost sheep,
about how God seeks you when you’re lost,

and spends everything on a party
when you get found.

He said, “love your neighbor,”
and then he showed them how.

And they never seemed to get it,
not really,
not all of it.

He told all these stories
about God blessing you when you need it most,

and about how you
were supposed to bless the world right back. 

And he said,
“now that,

that is real life.”

"That's real life"


