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Allen Pruitt

“The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance,
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”

Paul names himself the foremost;
perhaps I am not far behind.

You
and me
and every mother’s son,

every daughter of Eve
and every son of Adam.

Sinners every one.

People like us,
he came into the world to save.

That much is true
…that much and more.

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners,
people like us
…and people not like us at all.

You get the feeling that Jesus knew what his purpose was;
Jesus knew what got him out of bed every day:

he came into the world to save sinners.

Son of God him if you want,
but however you tell his story,

I prefer to think he didn’t know how it all would end,
not all along.
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Oh, he knew what his purpose was:
“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”

But he wasn’t all too sure how that was going to happen.

He knew he had to save them,
so he just started loving them.

Loving them
and being with them
and healing them
and eating with them.

“This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

That’s not what the Pharisees would have done.
The Pharisees were decent and in order:
they had the church that everybody needed

and if sinners wanted saving,
they could get in line
and come into the synagogue:

“get right with God,
then come on in to worship.”

But Jesus said,
“That doesn’t make any sense;

these people are hungry for God,
but they don’t even have a kitchen,
and they can’t read the recipe.

How are they going to get right with God?
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You have put them into a bind,
these tax collectors and these prostitutes:

they can’t reach out to you,
because they are sinners.

You won’t reach out to them,
because they are sinners.

You’ve got to swallow your pride
and trust that God is going to love you,

even if you get a little dirty.
In fact,

God is a lot like that grandmama who,
when she sees her grand baby come into the house,

covered up in dirt and mosquito bites,
she just smiles from ear to ear

and runs that baby a bath!

Jesus has said it,
again and again:

welcome the unwelcome;
seek after the lost.
Get out into the messy world

and come back with a little dirt under your fingernails.

Who else is going to tell the story?
Who else has got the good news?

Your story,
your good news?
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Nobody,
nobody else can tell that story the way you can;
nobody else has been resurrected like you have,
nobody else has been forgiven

in just the same way as you.

Even if you can’t make sense of it,
maybe ESPECIALLY if you can’t make sense of it:

then you have a story to tell.

Because the story of grace;
it doesn’t always make good sense.

“Which one of you,
having a hundred sheep

and losing one of them
does not leave the ninety-nine

and go after the one that is lost?”

No one!
That’s who.

There is nobody
who would be foolish enough

to risk 99% of what you own
to save 1%!

You just keep moving;
more sheep will come along in the springtime, after all.

Nobody would be that foolish,
nobody but God Almighty.
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It doesn’t make good sense;
God doesn’t make good sense.

And if you’ve got faith in that kind of God,
it will get you into all kinds of foolishness

Jesus has about had it with these Pharisees.
They have every advantage;
they have had every chance to get it right with God,

but they’re too worried
about losing their status in the church,

a little too worried
about looking foolish.

Never mind that Jesus has been telling them
that looking foolish is what it’s all about!

The first will be last,
the last will be first,
the person who exalts himself

WILL…BE…HUMBLED!
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“The saying is sure and worthy of acceptance;
he has said it plain,

for all to hear:
God desires to save sinners.”

Paul knew it,
foremost among sinners:

a blasphemer,
a man of violence.

And still the grace of the Lord overflowed
with the faith and love

that are in Christ Jesus.

And so he knew,
“the saying is sure

and worthy of full acceptance,
that Christ Jesus came into the world

to save sinners.”

But Paul isn’t the only one who had a saying about Jesus.
The Pharisees were quick to sum him up too:

“This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”
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And welcome isn’t even the right word,
welcome isn’t even the half of it.

You can welcome somebody when they walk through the door.
Jesus wasn’t waiting inside the door,
he was busting down the door,

running out into the street,
inviting sinners,
going after sinners,
telling them all about the good news,

because he knew
that was the only way he could live,

the only way his living
would have any life.

The word is not really welcome;
the word is receive.

“This fellow receives sinners.”

He receives them
into the arms of his mercy,
into the blessed rest of everlasting peace.

That’s the promise
and it’s there for all us sinners.
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The story doesn’t make good sense.
We aren’t reading a textbook

or a manual on how to live a better life.
We are reading the story

of how we have been given life.

It’s not a formula:
have faith,
+make a confession,
+say the prayer,
get saved.

It goes like this:
the grace of the Lord overflows

with the faith
and the love

that are IN CHRIST JESUS.
Not the faith that is in us,
not those who pray the sinner’s prayer,

but for all sinners,
through the faith and the love that are in Christ Jesus. 

And that doesn’t make any sense at all.
Because there’s more than enough,
because we don’t have to keep it for ourselves,
because when you give your love away,

there is more love to give.

And that’s the story
God is asking us to tell.



�9

The story doesn’t make good sense.
The one about the shepherd,
the one about grace,
the one about getting raised from the dead.

And your story,
the one that really matters;

it probably doesn’t make good sense either
 - when you start talking about resurrection

and about new life;
when you start telling the truth about Jesus

 - it won’t make a bit of sense.

But that’s alright,
because if God is anything like that shepherd,

the one who left the 99
and went after the one,

well,
if God is anything like that,

well,

what kind of a God is that?


