As-salaamu alaykum!
(Peace be with you!)
Wa alaykum as-salaam!
(And to you, also, peace!)
Bismallah ar-Rahman, ar-Rahim
(In the Name of God,
the Compassionate, the Merciful)
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Five Pillars of Islam

(Sunni)

Five characteristic actions:
1. Shahadah – profession of faith
2. Salat – formal prayer 5x daily
3. Zakat – “donation to the poor”
4. Sawm – fasting during month of Ramadan
5. Hajj – pilgrimage to Mecca once in one’s life

1: Shahadah: profession of faith
“There is no god but God,
and Muhammad is the messenger of God.”
– Closest thing to a universal “creed” in Islam
– “Allah” – “the God”
• Identified as the same God worshipped by Jews & Christians
• Arabic-speaking Christians also refer to God as “Allah”

–

Prophets ALL have same basic message:
“Worship/Serve the One God”
•

Muhammad brought NOTHING new!

•

Muhammad is Final Prophet; “seal” of the Prophets

God
• Unity / Oneness / Tawhid – THE most important teaching
– NOT just “enumeration”/counting; UNIQUENESS
– Submission (“islam”) of the whole self to God is
the ONLY appropriate response to God
• It’s the only response that deals with God as “God”!

– This is the heart of ALL authentic religion;
islam is wider than Islam! Can be a “muslim,” but not a “Muslim”
• “True Religion, in God’s eyes, is submission (islam).” (Qur’an 3:19)
• Christians, Jews, etc., can be “muslims,” just as “Muslims” can be,
but just being part of a religious group doesn’t make a person “submitted”

“People of the Book”
• Jews & Christians are frequently called, “People of the Book,”
an explicitly honored and respected group;
not expected to “revert” (i.e., convert) to Islam – no need to!
• “Do not argue with the people of the Book, unless in a fair way,
apart from those who act wrongly, and say to them: ‘We
believe what has been sent down to us, and we believe what has
been sent down to you. Our God and your God is one, and to
Him we submit.’” (Qur’an 29:46)

“People of the Book”
• “All those who believe, and the Jews and the
Sabians and the Christians, in fact any one
who believes in God and the Last Day, and
performs good deeds, will have nothing to
fear or regret [on the Day of
Judgment].” (5:69)
• “There is no compulsion in religion.” (2:256)

2. Salat: Prayer
5x daily

•During specified
periods
•Must be in state of
ritual purification
•Facing Mecca

•Includes
prescribed
movements,
Qur’an
recitations
and prayers
•Other prayers
are also used

• Friday early afternoon
prayer is as a group
–Expected for males;
optional for females

3. Zakat: “donation to the poor”
Approximately 2.5% of one’s net worth (not income!)

•
–

Different rates applies to different types of items

•

Related to intense concern for justice

•

Collected as a separate “tax”
in many Muslim-majority countries;
in U.S., individual donation
– NOT part of support of mosque

4. Sawm - Fasting during month of Ramadan
•

No food, liquid, sex, cigarettes during daylight hours

•

Festive breaking of fast (iftar) after sundown

•

Month in which Qur’an first began to be revealed

•

Emphasis on discipline and
identification with the poor; NOT penitential

•

Because of lunar calendar,
Ramadan begins ~11 days earlier each year,
thus moving throughout year

•

Eid al-Fitr = festival of “breaking the fast” at conclusion of
Ramadan

5. Hajj:
pilgrimage
to Mecca

Concluded this past week;
1,862,909 participants

•

Once in a lifetime, circumstances (e.g.,health, finances) permitting

•

No indicators of status permitted

•

Sunni and Shi’a together

•

Must occur during the month of the Hajj

•

Main festival:
Eid al-Adha, Festival of the Sacrifice

Five Pillars of Islam
Five characteristic actions:
1. Shahadah – profession of faith
2. Salat – formal prayer 5x daily
3. Zakat – “donation to the poor”
4. Sawm – fasting during month of Ramadan
5. Hajj – pilgrimage to Mecca once in one’s life
----Muslims have as mixed and diverse a record
of ‘observance’ as Christians do!

Hijra to Medina
Muhammad’s death

Revelation of Qur’an begins

Marries Khadija

Birth of Muhammad (~570)
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‘Ali (656-61)
Umayyids
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Early Muslim History

Abbasids
(750-1258)

The Caliphate (Sunni)
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– Received gradually during 23-year period (started 610 C.E.)
ent
– Muhammad NOT viewed as a “divine” figure

• Understood as literally God’s words; God is the ‘narrator’
– NOT understood as “inspired” speech in Muhammad’s words
– “Oracles” (similar to OT prophets, “Thus says the LORD….”)
– God refers to Godself as “I,” “We,” “He” – deliberately jarring;
sometimes shifts mid-verse
– Whether “God’s words” should be interpreted and applied in a purely “literal”
way OR metaphorically depends on context;
numerous debates regarding the meaning of certain passages

Qur’an = “recitation”
• Sura = chapter; Aya = verse

(aya = “sign”)

– Many larger suras (and some smaller ones) are composite
(i.e., not received all at once)

• Meccan & Medinan suras – 2 different periods
– Dividing line: 622 A.D. (C.E.) = 1 A.H. (a society established)
Hijra = emigration from Mecca to Medina
– Meccan = earlier, shorter; emphasis on God’s majesty, judgment
– Medinan = later, longer; legislative, addressing specific issues

MY suggestion: FIRST read suras 73-114, not ‘from beginning,’
i.e., read the earlier suras first

Interested in Reading the Qur’an?
• MANY translations are available
• I recommend:
Abdel Haleem, M.A.S., tr. The Qur’an.
New York: Oxford University Press,

2008.

paperback

Available through amazon.com
for $6.47
This translation in contemporary English has been
praised by both Muslim and non-Muslim Qur’an
scholars.

Interested in Reading the Qur’an?
• For serious in-depth study, also add:
Nasr, Seyyed Hossein, ed. The Study Quran:
a new translation and commentary. New
York: HarperOne, 2015. hardcover
Available through amazon.com for $41.09

Qur’an = “recitation”
• Difficult for most “outsiders” to appreciate
– Repetitive; very little “story”
– HOWEVER, within only a few paragraphs, regardless of wherever one starts,
MOST major themes of Qur’an are presented

• Originally oral, but parts written down in Muhammad’s lifetime
• Present order is NOT the order of reception
– Generally organized from longest to shortest sura, except for first sura
– Organized by Muhammad “by revelation”

• Role of Qur’an in Islam is NOT comparable to New Testament,
NOR is the role of Muhammad comparable to Jesus
• Proper role comparison: Qur’an and Jesus
– EACH as God’s definitive Word (as viewed by Muslims and Christians, respectively)

96:1-5

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful.
Recite in the Name of your Lord who created,
created man from a blood clot;
Recite, for your Lord is most noble,
Who taught by the Pen,
taught man what he did not know….
(SQ modified)

93
In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful.
By the morning brightness,
and by the night when still,
your Lord has not forsaken you, nor does He despise.
The last shall be better for you than the first;
And surely your Lord shall give to you, and you shall be content.
Did He not find you an orphan and shelter you?
Did He not find you perplexed, and guide you?
Did He not find you in need, and enrich you?
So do not oppress the orphan,
And do not drive the beggar away,
And as for the blessing of your Lord, proclaim!
(SQ & Abdel Haleem translations)
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1 The Opening (al-Fatiha)

the Compassionate, the Merciful,
Master of the Day of Judgment.
You [alone] we worship
and from You [alone] we seek help.
Guide us upon the straight path,
the path of those whom You have blessed,
not [the path] of those who incur wrath,
nor [the path] of those who are astray.

(SQ translation, modified)

107

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful.
Have you seen the one who denies religion?
That is the one who drives away the orphan,
and does not urge feeding the needy.
So woe to those who pray
who are oblivious of their prayers,
those who strive to be seen,
yet refuse small kindnesses.
(SQ translation, modified)

2:177
Piety does not lie in turning your face to East or West:
Piety lies in believing in God,
the Last Day and the angels,
the Scriptures and the prophets,
and disbursing your wealth out of love for God
among your kin and the orphans,
the travelers and beggars,
freeing the slaves, performing the prayer (salat),
and in paying the zakat and fulfilling a pledge you have given,
and being patient in hardship, adversity, and times of peril.
It is they who are the sincere,
and it is they who are the reverent.
(Abdel Haleem trans.)

33:35
For submitting men and submitting women,
believing men and believing women,
devout men and devout women,
truthful men and truthful women,
charitable men and charitable women,
men who fast and women who fast,
men who guard their private parts and women who guard [their private parts],
men who remember God often and women who remember [God often],
God has prepared forgiveness and a great reward.
(SQ translation, modified)

30:17-27
So celebrate God’s glory in the evening, in the morning – praise
is due to Him in the heavens and the earth – in the late
afternoon, and at midday. He brings the living out of the dead,
and the dead out of the living. He gives life to the earth after
death, and you will be brought out in the same way. One of His
signs is that He created you from dust and – lo and behold! –
you became human and scattered far and wide. Another of His
signs is that He created spouses from among yourselves for
you to live with in tranquility: he ordained love and kindness
between you. There truly are signs in this for those who
reflect. Another of His signs is the creation of the heavens
and earth, and the diversity of your languages and colors.
There truly are signs in this for those who know.

30:17-27 (continued)
Among His signs, too, are that He shows you the lightning that
terrifies and inspires hope, that He sends water down from
the sky to restore the earth to life after death. There truly
are signs in this for those who use their reason. Among His
signs, too, is the fact that the heavens and the earth stand
firm by His command.
In the end, you will all emerge when He calls you from the
earth. Everyone in the heavens and earth belongs
to Him, and all are obedient to Him. He is the one who
originates creation and will do it again – this is even easier for
Him. He is above all comparison in the heavens and earth; He is
the Almighty, the All-Wise.
(Abdel Haleem trans.)

Qur’an = “recitation”
• Serves as both Prayerbook and Lawbook
• Recitation as an aesthetic experience
– Memorization of entire Qur’an done by many; required of teachers

• Suspicious of “translation”; Qur’an is the Arabic text
• Highly suspicious of analytical scholarship
• However, Muslims do recognize “occasions of revelation”
– Passages prompted to specific circumstances

• Must understand in literary context AND
in its original social-historical context
– Is a statement of “general” applicability,
OR is it just for a specific situation? It makes a huge difference!
• To whom does it apply?

• “Abrogated verses” – certain passages superseded by others,
because of change of circumstances – hotly debated!
– Christians do something similar with the Bible
(e.g., elimination of sacrifices & Israel’s festivals,
worship on “Lord’s Day” instead of “Sabbath”)
– Religious texts are used in “communities of interpretation,”
not by themselves

Formation of Qur’an
• Compared to formation of OT & NT
– Period and supervision of formation
• OT: 800 year period of writing (1000+ yrs to form canon)
• NT: 90 year period of writing (~300 yrs to form canon)

– Qur’an: 23 yrs to receive & form canon;
fixed text less than 25 yrs after Muhammad’s death
• Little time to gain variants (less than 50 yrs total!)

• Muslim criticism of Bible (assumed to be ‘divinely dictated’ text):

Different presupposition
than most Episcopalians!

– Bible cannot be ‘Word of God’ in present form;
originally authentic, but changed over time (either in text or interpretation)
• Reports of all sorts of immoral conduct by leaders;
God wouldn’t tell such unedifying stories!
• Gross contradictions to what Qur’an maintains
(e.g., NT references to Jesus as “son of God”)
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