
As-salaamu alaykum! 
(Peace be with you!)

Wa alaykum as-salaam!  
(And to you, also, peace!)

Bismallah ar-Rahman, ar-Rahim 
(In the Name of God,  
     the Compassionate, the Merciful)
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1 The Opening (al-Fatiha)

In the name of God,  
  the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
Praise be to God [alone],  
 Lord of the worlds, 
  the Compassionate, the Merciful, 
 Master of the Day of Judgment.  
You [alone] we worship  
 and from You [alone] we seek help. 
Guide us upon the straight path, 
 the path of those whom You have blessed, 
  not [the path] of those who incur wrath,  
  nor [the path] of those who are astray.  
      (SQ translation, modified)

17x/day 
Viewed by Muslims as a 

summary of entire Qur’an



 107  
In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful. 
Have you seen the one who denies religion? 
That is the one who drives away the orphan, 
and does not urge feeding the needy. 
So woe to those who pray  
who are oblivious of their prayers, 
those who strive to be seen, 
yet refuse small kindnesses. 

       (SQ translation, modified)



 2:177  
Piety does not lie in turning your face to East or West: 
Piety lies in believing in God,  
the Last Day and the angels, 
the Scriptures and the prophets, 
and disbursing your wealth out of love for God  
among your kin and the orphans,  
the travelers and beggars, 
freeing the slaves, performing the prayer (salat),  
and in paying the zakat and fulfilling a pledge you have given,  
and being patient in hardship, adversity, and times of peril. 
It is they who are the sincere,  
and it is they who are the reverent. 
        (Abdel Haleem trans.)



 33:35  
For submitting men and submitting women, 
believing men and believing women,  
devout men and devout women,  
truthful men and truthful women, 
charitable men and charitable women, 
men who fast and women who fast, 
men who guard their private parts and women who guard [their private parts], 
men who remember God often and women who remember [God often], 
God has prepared forgiveness and a great reward. 
        (SQ translation, modified)



 30:17-27  
So celebrate God’s glory in the evening, in the morning – praise 
is due to Him in the heavens and the earth – in the late 
afternoon, and at midday. He brings the living out of the dead, 
and the dead out of the living. He gives life to the earth after 
death, and you will be brought out in the same way. One of His 
signs  is that He created you from dust and – lo and behold! – 
you became human and scattered far and wide. Another of His 
signs is that He created spouses from among yourselves for 
you to live with in tranquility: he ordained love and kindness 
between you. There truly are signs in this for those who 
reflect. Another of His signs is the creation of the heavens 
and earth, and the diversity of your languages and colors. 
There truly are signs in this for those who know. 



 30:17-27 (continued) 
Among His signs, too, are that He shows you the lightning that 
terrifies and inspires hope, that He sends water down from 
the sky to restore the earth to life after death. There truly 
are signs in this for those who use their reason. Among His 
signs, too, is the fact that the heavens and the earth stand 
firm by His command.  
In the end, you will all emerge when He calls you from the 
earth. Everyone in the heavens and earth belongs  
to Him, and all are obedient to Him. He is the one who 
originates creation and will do it again – this is even easier for 
Him. He is above all comparison in the heavens and earth; He is 
the Almighty, the All-Wise. 

         (Abdel Haleem trans.)



Formation of Qur’an
• Compared to formation of OT & NT 

– Period and supervision of formation 
• OT: 800 year period of writing (1000+ yrs to form canon) 
• NT: 90 year period of writing (~300 yrs to form canon) 

– Qur’an:  23 yrs to receive & form canon;  
fixed text within less than 25 yrs after Muhammad’s death 

• Little time to gain variants (less than 50 yrs total!) 

• Muslim criticism of Bible (assumed to be ‘divinely dictated’ text):  
– Bible cannot be ‘Word of God’ in present form; 

originally authentic, but changed over time (either in text or interpretation) 
• Reports of all sorts of immoral conduct by leaders;  

God wouldn’t tell such unedifying stories! 
• Gross contradictions to what Qur’an maintains 

(e.g., NT references to Jesus as “son of God”)

Different presupposition 
than most Episcopalians!



Shari’a: “path to the water hole,”  
the path that provides life

Sometimes people use the word “Shari’a,”  
when they really are referring to Fiqh PR

OB
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Shari’a – G
od’s values;  

how God wants humans to live; 

exists only in “mind of God”; 

ETERNAL. 

Includes all morality, all concerns 

for justice, all worship activities

Fiqh – “Islamic law,” formulated  
by a particular legal school; “jurisprudence”; an attempt to 

“approximate” God’s values,  put them into legal form; applies only to Muslims,       NOT non-Muslims;  HUMANLY-FORMED.NO “book” of Shari’a NO single “book” of Fiqh

Shari’a CA
NNOT 

be reduce
d to “laws.” Fiqh is not the same as national law.



Fiqh (“Islamic Law”) differs for each color; not just ONE thing.  
ISIS’s legal views have been condemned by every Muslim-majority nation, & every legal school

Islamic Madhabs: ‘schools’ of legal thought/approach 
(color = predominant ‘school’ in an area; others often also present)



"Let me be as blunt and as direct  
as I can be:  
Western civilization is in a war.  
We should frankly  
test every person here who is  
of a Muslim background, and  
if they believe in Sharia, they  
should be deported. Sharia is  
incompatible with Western civilization.  
Modern Muslims who have given up Sharia, glad to have them 
as citizens, perfectly happy to have them next door.“  
        (Newt Gingrich, July 2016)



• Focus on orthopraxis, NOT orthodoxy –  
correct actions, NOT correct doctrines –  
behavior, NOT beliefs 
– E.g., Five Pillars are ALL actions! 

• Therefore,  
law is more important than theology



How do Muslims know Shari’a (God’s values)? 
• Look for the values that are expressed in,  

and pointed toward, by: 
– Qur’an (God’s Word)  
– Sunna (exemplary sayings & practices of the Prophet,  

who lived God’s Word) 

• Primarily consists of hadiths – individual anecdotes 
about Muhammad (most similar to Gospel traditions re. Jesus) 

• Muhammad viewed as the “perfect human” 

• MOST religious and practical regulations  
are based upon the Sunna, NOT directly on Qur’an



Qur’an & Sunna are the primary sources of Fiqh 
• ‘Raw materials’ for Fiqh, not Fiqh itself 

– Qur’an – only ~10-15% related to legal issues 
• Is a statement of “general” applicability,  

OR is it just for a specific situation? A huge difference! 
– To whom does it apply? 

– Sunna – only ~1% of the 600,000 hadiths are considered “sound” 
(sahih), i.e., “authentic enough” to serve as the basis for making 
“legal decisions” 
• Most of those aren’t legislatable, e.g., “tooth stick” (miswak) 
• “Weak” hadiths often get quoted, even in sermons,  

if they make a great point!



• Two different types of regulated behaviors: 
– Relationship to God  

• ‘Five Pillars’ 
• NOT subject to “rational inquiry”; relies on revelation 
• Actions must be performed with “intent” (niyyah), 
but that is known only to God 

– Relationship to other humans  
• Subject to “rational inquiry” 
• “Duties” – chief concern is that they are done,  
NOT with the “intent” (niyyah) 

– If done with the “intent” to praise & serve God,  
they will be rewarded by God (at the Day of Judgment) 



Sample Issues• Inheritance 
– Qur’an says women receive half what men receive, BUT…. 

• Polygamy 
– Permitted, BUT… 
– Wife can stipulate no other wives in marriage contract 

• Divorce 
– Disapproved, not forbidden 
– Legal regulation 

• No charging or paying interest (riba) 
– How does business get done? 

• Hudud punishments (theft, adultery, drunkenness, treason) 
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