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Allen Pruitt

Jesus is always talking about love.

Jesus is always telling everybody,
“You’ve got to love your neighbor.”
“If you want to love God,

then love the people that God has put in front of you.”
“If you want to offer God the sacrifice he most desires,

then tear open your heart
and love somebody new.”

Today Jesus is talking about hospitality,
which fits right in line with all that stuff he’s always saying.

Normally he would be talking about how we need to welcome sinners
and invite the stranger
and eat with the lost and the least.

But today,
he’s talking to his disciples

about what to do with other people’s hospitality.

What happens when you go from town to town,
proclaiming the kingdom
and healing the sick:

do the people welcome you,
do they offer you peace,
or do they reject you

and send you on your way?

What happens when you don’t offer hospitality?
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If they don’t welcome you,
well, “go out into the streets and say,

‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet,
we wipe off in protest against you.

Yet know this:
the kingdom of God has come near.’

And then,
for some reason,

our reading skips right ahead,
skips from verse 11 to verse 16.

And leaves out the next part of the story.
Here, I’ll tell it again,

only I won’t leave anything out:

If they don’t welcome you,
go out into the streets and say,

‘Even the dust of your town the clings to our feet,
we wipe off in protest against you.

Yet know this:
the kingdom of God has come near.’

I tell you,
on that day,

it will be more tolerable for Sodom
than for that town.
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More tolerable for Sodom
than for the town that does not offer hospitality.

I never knew that Sodom and Gomorrah was about hospitality!
That’s not what the preacher told me growing up.
That’s not what anybody told me growing up.

But that’s what Jesus said!

Fire and Brimstone raining down on a whole city of people,
and their sin

was they did not welcome the stranger.
Their sin

was that they wanted to shame
and dishonor
and do violence to the stranger.

We try to complicate things,
so often we make it seem as if it’s too hard to do,

which means we don’t have to do it.

Or, we pretend that it’s so difficult to understand,
so that we can feel better about ourselves

because “at least we’re better than those other people.”

But it’s really not that hard:
Love God,
Love your neighbor.

Be hospitable;
welcome the stranger.
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Time and time again,
this is what God is calling us to do.

Just after they left the land of Egypt,
God was giving command to the people of Israel,

“You shall not wrong or oppress a resident alien,
for you were aliens in the land of Egypt.”1

Be hospitable;
welcome the stranger.

Love God;
love your neighbor as yourself.

It’s really pretty simple.

This past week,
in response to the shootings in Orlando,

our Presiding Bishop and the President of the House of Deputies
issued a joint letter to the people of the Episcopal Church.

It reads in part,
“Dear People of God in the Episcopal Church:

We all know that some things in holy Scripture can be confusing,
hard to understand,
or open to various ways of understanding.

But some essential teachings are clear and incontrovertible.
Jesus tells us to love God
and love our neighbor as ourselves,
and he tells us over and over again not to be afraid.

 Exodus 22:211
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There’s no confusion about what Jesus is telling us,
but it often requires courage to embody it in the real world. 

Again and again, 
we become afraid, 

and mired in that fear, 
we turn against Jesus
and one another.”

And isn’t that the truth?
So much of it is difficult and hard to understand,

this life that God is calling us to.

But the things that matter most,
those things are simple,

even if they are hard to do.

Love God,
love our neighbors as ourselves,
don’t be afraid.

Love God,
love your neighbor,
and have the courage to do it

out in the wide world.

—————
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Our Old Testament reading today is about Naaman,
a man of power,
commanding armies.

But he is sick with an awful disease.

His wife’s slave is from Israel
and she knows that there is a prophet there,

a prophet who can heal
in the name of the Living God.

So Naaman goes.

After a while Naaman is at the door of the prophet Elisha,
but this Hebrew prophet

doesn’t even meet the powerful Naaman,
sending instead a lackey,

who tells him, “Go, wash in the River Jordan,
wash seven times
and you will be healed.”

Naaman is incensed.
This prophet from lowly Israel will not even meet the powerful man? 

And to wash,
simply to wash?

In the River Jordan?????
when there are plenty of rivers back home. 

“He turned and went away in a rage.
But his servants approached and said to him,

“…if the prophet had commanded you to do something difficult,
would you not have done it?

How much more
when all he said to you was,

‘Wash, and be clean’?”
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___________________________
———————————————

Stop making it so complicated.

Just go and wash in the river.
Just wash and be made clean.

Stop making it so complicated.

You want to love God?
Love your neighbor as yourself.
Be hospitable.
Welcome the stranger.

God loves you.
God loves everybody.

Stop making it so complicated.


