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Allen Pruitt

“He went on through cities and villages,
proclaiming and bringing the good news of the kingdom of God.”

That’s what Jesus did.
Through all the cities and villages and dusty lanes of the place,

he was proclaiming and bringing
the good news of the kingdom of God.

The good news of sins forgiven and new life possible.
The good news that no matter where you have been,

God will be there with you.
The good news about love and mercy and peace

beyond anything anybody can believe.
The good news

of the kingdom of God…

But the Good News is always hard to hear.
Jesus knew this.
He knew that it’s always hard to hear about forgiveness,

because we either don’t want to offer it to the other guy,
or we aren’t even sure we need it ourselves.
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Jesus knew that for the folks on top,
the folks who were getting everything right

and who were proudly self-sufficient,
the good news is a tough pill to swallow.

If you aren’t quite convinced that you’re a sinner,
then the Good News sounds either like a bit of hokum,

or it sounds like a free ride.

But for the folks who are caught in their sin,
for the prostitutes and the tax collectors,
for the folks down at the bottom of the pile,
for the layabouts and the poorest of the poor,

the good news is cause for celebration!

Jesus knew this,
and so he told a story.

“A certain creditor had two debtors;
one owed five hundred denarii,
and the other fifty.

One debt was ten times greater than the other.

When they could not pay,
the man canceled the debts for both of them.

Now which of those two will love him more?
…the one for whom he canceled the greater debt.”
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I heard it all the time in church growing up.
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”

That’s easy to believe
when you get caught lying or cheating or stealing.

It’s easy to believe that everybody’s a sinner
when you are paying the price for your own sin.

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”

But it’s not so easy the rest of the time,
when things are going your way

and you keep coming out on top,
no matter what shortcuts you might have taken.

When life is good,
it’s not so easy to believe

that ALL have sinned.

And even harder,
when you profit from your sin,
when you feel mostly like a good person,

except all that stuff that nobody knows about,
that stuff that you maybe even keep hidden,

from yourself.

Sin is not so easy to talk about.
It’s easy to condemn all those big ones:

you lie cheat or steal,
that’s easy to deal with:

you need to say you’re sorry
and then you might still have to pay your price.
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No, it’s not the lying, the cheating, the stealing
that we have to worry about.

It’s those things that are more tempting,
more easily hidden from the world:

our casual greed,
our lack of generosity,

sometimes with our wallets,
but more often with our spirits,

our wandering dully through this world,
unmindful of and ungrateful for

the grace that got us here in the first place

No, sin is not so easy to talk about.

But “which one will love him more?
…the one for whom he cancelled the greater debt.”

And I’m here to tell you,
everybody sins,
everybody’s got one.

Just look in the Bible.

Saints and sinners we often say;
it rolls off the tongue.

But you read the book
and you can see that saints ARE sinners.

“For all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God.”
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David.
He was the worst.

But God didn’t care.

David was the worst,
but God can work with even the worst of us.

King;
man of God,

Jesus is the Son of David,
born in the City of David.

David was the worst,
but God didn’t care.

“Which one will love him more?
…the one for whom he cancelled the greater debt.”

David was the worst.
His first words in scripture,

before he goes off to sling a stone at the giant,
his first words are,

“what’s in it for me?”

Forced into exile sometime after that,
He becomes a mercenary,

fighting alongside the hated Philistines.

And when his band would inevitably do battle with an Israelite town,
David would order the destruction of every living thing,

so that no one could take back word
that David was fighting alongside the enemy.



�6

And then this story today.
David sees a woman,
he wants her,
he takes her.

Never mind that she is the wife of another man,
a man away,

fighting a battle for David,
never mind that she is a person in her own right.

When she comes up pregnant,
David invites her husband back from the front lines.

But Bathsheba’s husband is more faithful than David.
He will not take the comforts of home

while his men are away doing battle.

And so, to cover his sin,
David orders this man in where the fighting is worst.
David has him killed.

I told you,
David was the worst.
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But, but,
tradition tells us

that he was also the best.

He wrote the Psalms,
anthems of beauty and honesty
and filled with a sure knowledge of God’s presence,

in light and in darkness too.

The Bible says that God looked at this complex man and said,
“This is a man after my own heart.

I will bless David’s house forever.
And one day,

I will raise a Son of David
to be Prince of Peace in all the earth.”

David was the worst.
And David was also the best.

David sinned much.
God forgave him much.

Jesus knew this,
and so he told a story.

Two debtors,
one owed ten times what the other owed.

But neither one could pay
and their lender canceled the debt for both of them.

Which one will love him more?
…the one who is forgiven more.


