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Allen Pruitt

Last Sunday
we heard the story of the three wisemen,

three kings who travelled so far
to see a little boy.

And I wondered aloud,
why?
Why would they go to such lengths?

We ask ourselves the same question.
Why?
Why would we be committed to a savior born 2,000 years ago,

to a faith passed down to us
by our parents and grandparents?

Why would we give our money?
Why would we give our time?
Why?

Within two weeks of starting at my last church,
someone called to make an appointment with me.

This man wanted me to bless a crucifix
so he could give it to his granddaughter

who was going off to college.

We talked about the church
and God
and what he was looking for from this blessing.
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And then we went to the church,
I sprinkled some water from the baptismal font over the crucifix,

and I said a prayer of blessing.

Our meeting was over
and I expected to see this man in church sometime soon.

But I never did.
After a couple of weeks I asked the parish administrator about him

and I asked a few members of the church about him.
Nobody had a clue who he was.
And I never saw him again.

And I have wondered ever since,
why?
Why did he never come to church,

before that blessing,
or after?

Why,
if he believed that my prayer could offer the power

of blessing and protection,
why on earth would he not want to access that kind of power,

that kind of blessing
all the time.

Why wasn’t he in the church
every time the doors were opened?

If he believed all that,
then why?
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Today’s gospel reading tells us that
“the people were filled with expectation.”

What were they expecting,
out there in the desert,
waiting to get dunked in the river by a crazy man?

What about us?
What are we expecting will happen?
What do we think will happen

if we show up to church,
if we open our hearts to God,
if we are vulnerable enough to love our neighbor?

We are expecting something,
right?

We must be expecting something,
some kind of change,
some kind of healing,
some kind of resurrection.

We must be,
or else we wouldn’t have over a hundred people

sitting in these pews every week.

A hundred people,
at the very least, giving their time to worship.

I wonder why?

Have you ever wondered why you’re here?
It has to do with God;

something in my soul tells me that much is true.
It has to do with the God who created heaven and earth,

who raised the dead to new life.

And if you believe that,
what are you expecting?
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Are you expecting to walk out of here,
ready to do justice and love mercy?

Are you expecting to get hit upside the head
by something that Jesus says,

something about being a neighbor
or offering forgiveness,
or even about taking up a cross

and following him on the way?

If so,
good for you.

Not me.

Even though I’ve been doing this for long enough that I should know better,
I still show up,

hoping to get fed,
to be comforted,
and to feel a little better about the world.

I wonder if there’s a Sunday yet
where I’ve showed up

expecting to get baptized with the Holy Spirit and fire.

What are you expecting when you show up?
Why?
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I don’t know how often you notice those three questions
as you leave the church,

those three questions on the back of the cross
as you head out

to do the work that God has given you to do.

“Who are you?
Where are you going?
Why?”

Put another way,
‘whatever you do,

who are you doing it for?
Why do you make the choices you make?’

Are you making choices
consistent with your values

and your faith?

Are you spending your time
on the things that matter most?

Do the things that matter most to you,
matter most to God?
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We live in a world which demands much from us.
The world tells us that we must achieve;

that we must push our children to achieve;
that what matters most in life is safety,

security,
independence,
and freedom.

Instead of things like community,
justice,
welcome,
and kindness.

In this new year,
I invite you to reevaluate,

to wonder
if we are spending our time

and ordering our lives
in ways that are consistent

with the values we hold most dear.
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God calls us to such examination;
God calls us to repentance

where we have fallen short.
God calls us to expect something from ourselves,

something like this:
love God,
love your neighbor.

Even when it’s scary;
even when it’s dangerous;
even when it might change everything;
even when it might change you.

We are in church.
We are worshipping the God who created everything.

What did we expect?


