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Allen Pruitt

When is the last time you were sitting down for dinner,
heard the phone ring,
and actually wanted to talk to the person on the other end of the line?

Why is it
that every telemarketer in the world

calls during dinner time?

And it doesn’t seem to matter whether we sit down to eat at 6:00 sharp
or more toward 7:30,

no matter what,
the phone winds up ringing.

There’s always a pause,
“Hello.”

——————“Hi, this is Martha from Microsoft support;
this is not a sales call.

I’m calling about your windows computer.”

Those are the best,
because I don’t own a windows computer.

Normally I just hang up,
but occasionally I engage in self-righteous conversation,

which only seems to insure that the next call
will come at an even more inconvenient time. 
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Why do they do it?
They’ve never made any money off of me;
I’m not even sure what their scam is.

But it must work,
at least every now and then,
somebody must give them the info that they need

to get a little money.

Have you ever watched your favorite T.V. show,
only to realize that the advertisements are not meant for you?

I’m always fascinated
by who they think is watching a given show at a given time.

When you are sick
and stuck at home watching T.V.,

almost every ad is for a lawyer
trying to help you get the money you deserve.

My old Saturday morning cartoons when I was a kid,
the only commercials they showed were for toys,

and the cartoons themselves
were basically 30 minute commercials for G.I. Joe’s.

The advertising we see reflects who we are.
People get paid a lot of money

to figure out how to sell us things we don’t need
so that we’ll feel more complete,

after they helped make us feel incomplete in the first place.
It’s a vicious cycle.
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David Lose talks about it this way:
“So much in our culture

is designed to make us think that the only thing that matters -
and the only thing that will bring us peace,

security,
and happiness

- is looking out for ourselves
by gratifying our immediate desires,

whatever they may be.

This is particularly true in the world of advertising,
where so much time,

energy,
creativity,
and money

is poured into ads
that seek to make us feel inadequate

in order to induce us to buy something
that promises to make us feel better about ourselves.

But here’s the thing:
those commercials are a lie.”



�4

Jesus is not much of a salesman.
He doesn’t lie,
he won’t even keep his mouth shut

about where he’s headed
and what’s required of us if we want to follow him.

“If any want to become my followers,
let them deny themselves
and take up their cross and follow me.”

If this was a commercial during my favorite show,
I would have to ask,

“Who does he think he’s selling this to?
Who is going to buy all this nonsense

about taking up a cross,
just to follow some man named Jesus?”

We aren’t often ready
to hear what Jesus has to say.

We listen eagerly to the advertisers
who tell us that we can be happy,

that we can feel secure;
it only costs three easy payments of 19.95

plus shipping and handling.

We aren’t often ready
to listen to Jesus.
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But every one of us knows what he’s talking about.
Every one of us knows what it means to take up a cross,

to have your worst fears realized.

That time your first marriage fell apart.
That time your child was sicker than the doctors knew.
That time you lost your job

because you stood up for what was right.

You felt like you were dying;
you felt like you were never going to live again.

There’s all kinds of things we know we’re supposed to do,
but it all comes down to these two things:

“love God
and love your neighbor.”

At least that’s what Jesus said.
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But sometimes,
just every now and then,

we are sure that whatever it’s going to take to love God,
to love our neighbor,

it’s going to get us killed:
life as we know it is going to be over

- we will be changed.

We know it’s the right thing to do,
but we just can’t do it.

We can’t change,
we can’t follow Jesus,

because we don’t want to take up that cross,
we are too scared of that terrible, horrible thing

that will happen,
if we do the right thing.

Think about it,
and you know that it’s true:

the love that you didn’t show,
because you just knew it wouldn’t be returned;

the forgiveness you didn’t offer,
because you were worried it would look like permission;

the chances you didn’t take,
because you were too scared

of the terrible, horrible thing that would happen.  
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Jesus is inviting us
to take up the terrible, horrible thing,
to pick up our fears

and follow him,
to take up our cross

and follow him.

He knows better than anyone
where you might end up;

he knows that your fears might just be realized.

But he knows this too,
after the worst has come to pass,
after the end of life as you know it;

you will be changed.

At the end of it all,
you will rise again.


