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Allen Pruitt

Some time ago,
I remember driving by this little church in north Georgia.

The sign outside said,
“The Bible is our roadmap to Heaven.”

If that’s true,
then I’m still a little lost.

I wonder at folks
who tell me the Bible has all the answers.

God may have all the answers;
and having all those answers,

he may know just what they are worth.

We open the Bible,
not for every answer we ever desired,
but instead for the right questions to ask.

There is no clear path to heaven,
only this Jesus

who scatters breadcrumbs all over the place.
Only this Jesus

who prayed that we might be one.
Only this Jesus

who said that there was this kingdom,
and it was full of grace
and mercy
and folks who don’t deserve to be there.
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Of all the questions he could ask,
Jesus seems most concerned with this:

“are you hungry?”

Jesus does not seemed overly concerned
with teaching us the right theology

or the right belief.

Jesus seems concerned with feeding us.

We started four weeks ago
with Jesus feeding a vast multitude,

feeding everyone who was hungry.

And THEN
he started telling them about the bread of life.

They didn’t have to know it first
and then get to eat;

they had to experience it first,
before they could possibly know anything about it.

They had to experience what it was like
for so many
to be fed so much,

…and it was just a miracle.
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I remember the preacher standing up at the front of the church,
asking if anybody had prayed that prayer with him.

And I raised up my hand
and I walked forward
and nodded my head at the right time,

and then a couple of weeks later,
I got baptized.

They told me I had to believe something to get saved,
and I believed it,
and I reckon I’m still getting saved.

But I don’t remember Jesus saying that.

I remember Jesus saying something
about visiting him in the ICU,
about bringing him a chocolate cake in prison,
about finding him a pair of pants when he was naked.

The thing is,
that’s not just what you do if you’re headed for the kingdom,
that’s what the kingdom is like!

As much as a wasteful son welcomed back with a fatted calf,
the kingdom is like getting a visitor in your jail cell;

as much as a lost sheep found,
the kingdom is like a hot meal for an empty belly.

As much as a lost sinner up in heaven,
the kingdom is like a crucified body

walking out of the tomb.



�4

Frederick Buechner puts it this way,
“Wherever people love each other

and are true to each other
and take risks for each other,

God is with them
and for them
and they are doing God’s will.”

We are lucky in the Episcopal Church.
We get to have communion every week.
We get to come to a table and eat.

When’s the last time your kids asked you about that weird cracker
or the yucky grape juice?

What did you tell them?
Did you even start to have an answer?

There’s a lot we can say,
to each other
and to our kids,

about why we kneel together week after week.

But for the next thirty minutes,
don’t try to understand it.

Just see if this miracle we do every week,
see if it reminds you

of the other miracles you’re hungry for.
See if there’s something unbelievable

you can start to hope for.

Something like a multitude of people
filling up on five loaves.

Something like a prisoner seeing a friendly face.
Something like the kingdom of God.
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“I am the Bread of Life.”

I can’t tell you what it means.
And I wish you could tell me.

But it has something to do with hunger;
it has something to do with Jesus.

And maybe that’s all we need to know.

Karoline Lewis of Luther Seminary says this,
“Eternal life does not come through understanding correctly

or believing the right things.
Eternal life is being in close communion with Jesus.
Eternal life is to remain in Jesus

and to have Jesus remain in us.”

The Bread of Life DOES have something to do
with being in communion with Jesus,
with taking Jesus,

not into our understanding
or into our minds,

but into our hearts,
into our guts.

The Bread of Life is not something  you can believe in,
because it’s not something you can ever understand.

It’s just something you can eat,
something that will become part of you,

and you will live.
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Again and again,
Jesus kept telling anybody who would listen

that they couldn’t just believe in this kingdom,
they had to live in this kingdom!

It’s not a law book;
it’s not a road map;
it’s not a Bible full of stories.

The kingdom
is resurrection
and it’s new life.

The kingdom
is resurrection
and it is new life.


