
�1

Allen Pruitt

“Jesus himself stood among them
and said to them,

‘Peace be with you.’
They were startled and terrified.”

Sounds about right.
Jesus says, “Peace be with you”

and we wind up scared to death.

Of course, it probably wasn’t his words that set them off,
so much as the fact that he showed up

right there in the middle of them,
while they were talking about him.

One minute you are telling an unbelievable tale of resurrection,
and the next thing you know,

there it is,
life,
right there in the middle of you.

“Startled and terrified”
would be just the beginning.
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Jesus does tend to show up,
right in the middle of everything.

Sometimes we’re glad to see him,
often times we’re not.

When I think about Jesus being in the middle of everything,
I have to laugh when I remember high school.

Every time I went to pick my girlfriend up for a date,
right when we were about to head out the door,

her momma would say,
“be sure you leave room for Jesus.”

The implication being
that Jesus would be riding down the road with us

wherever we were headed.

It’s a little creepy,
thinking about Jesus floating somewhere above the gearshift,

watching everything I did.

“Y’all make sure you leave room for Jesus.”

But is that really the way that it works?
Is God really like Big Brother,

sitting up in heaven watching you,
waiting for a chance to set you straight,

to put you in your place?
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I ought to know better by now;

I’m not a teenager any more,
but I still catch myself

thinking this way from time to time,
catch myself

trying to do right,
not because it’s the right thing to do,
but because I don’t want God to see me doing wrong.

Let me tell you,
that is no way to live.

Jesus made it plain as day,
that he came for this reason:

so that we might have life,
NOT so that we could avoid death.

Living
is not the same

as avoiding death.

There’s Jesus,
right in the middle of those disciples.

That’s what he does,
God shows up

right there in the middle of everything.
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They were startled and terrified;
we are no different.

We are startled and terrified,
wondering if God is going to show up in the middle of our mess.

But why,
why are we so scared?

What if God is showing up, all the time?

What if God is right there
in the middle of your mess,

not wagging his finger,
not judging you,

but loving you?

What if God is always right in the middle
of everything we do,

right there with us
in every person we meet?
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Changes things doesn’t it?
If God isn’t watching you.
If God is WITH you.

And that’s what we believe;
that’s what we say,

every time we have a baptism.

We say that God is right there with us,
in every person we meet.

“Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons,
loving your neighbor as yourself?”

“I will, with God’s help.”

Seek and serve Christ,
in all persons.

Serve,
that sounds like the hard part.

Service always is;
means real work;
means giving something of yourself

to somebody else.

But you can serve anybody,
whether you see Jesus in them or not.
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No, that other part,
that’s the hard thing.

Seek.

Seeking Christ
means looking close at that other person,
means remembering

that no matter how difficult they are to deal with,
somewhere in there,

God is WITH you.

But the good news
is that no matter how hard YOU are to deal with,

somehow,
because of you,

God is WITH everybody else.

“Jesus himself came and stood among them,
and said to them,

‘Peace be with you.’

They were startled and terrified.”
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You will be startled
when you first see Jesus;

you will be terrified
when you realize that he’s right there in the middle of you.

And that won’t ever go away.

But the funny thing about Jesus
is that he will keep saying those words,

the same words he said to the disciples,
“Peace be with you.”

And eventually it will;
peace will be with you.

But if you’re having trouble believing
that peace will ever find its way to you,

if you’re having trouble believing that,

then just keep looking for Jesus.
- Try to keep the promises that you are about to make

here at this baptism:
seek and serve Christ in all persons;
love your neighbor as yourself.

It won’t be easy,

but peace never is.


