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I wonder if we are as shocked by Jesus as we ought to be.

This story,
Jesus wrapping himself in a towel,
kneeling down before his disciples,

and washing away the grime of travel from their feet.

This story ought to be a little shocking.

It’s not of course.
We can’t really be shocked by Jesus any more.

He’s the king who kneels,
the victor who rides a donkey,
the holy man who eats with sinners.

Jesus can’t shock us any more;
the story is just too familiar.

But I guarantee you,
these disciples were shocked.

They had listened to his words:
he told them again and again

that they shouldn’t fight over who was the greatest;
he had talked about taking up a cross

and following him;
he welcomed tax collectors and prostitutes,

but it never hit home.
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What he was saying to them never sunk in
until this very moment.

They see him,
living the words he has spoken,
kneeling before them,
ready to do servant’s work.

It is shocking;
it is a scandal.
It was enough

to make them question everything they believed.

Jesus makes me question my belief all the time.
I wonder about a Lord

who was born 2000 years ago,
who died 2000 years ago,

and even after rising,
who promised to come back any minute.

I wonder about worshipping a man who lived,
a particular man,

with particular eyes to see the world,
and particular feet to walk it.

If I really think about it too much,
I am shocked by this idea,
and I’m not really sure what to do with it!
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We had a phrase for this in our Old Testament classes in seminary.
Our professor would talk to us

about how strange it was
to believe that God had chosen a particular people,

be that Abraham
or Moses
or even the whole of Israel.

How baffling
that the God of all creation
would not choose all creation

and would seem to focus instead
on these poor wretched souls.

What a scandal.

Our professor called it
“The Scandal of the Particular.”

And for those of us who seek a kingdom
limited only by God’s capacity for love and forgiveness,

rather than our own,
this might be the greatest test of our faith.
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But here we have it,
endless stories

of God partnering with the people of Israel.
There we see it,

Jesus kneeling at the feet of his disciples,
on his way to the cross.

God choosing particular people
at particular times,

offering endless grace
for all people
in all times.

God entered time
so that our time might be made holy.

We are people of a book,
people who worship a savior born 2000 years ago.

But we are not 2000 years distant from that salvation,
we are daily caught up

in that mighty work of grace.

We are brought close to God
by God’s drawing close to us.
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All that we have
is made holy by how we use it.

Our money,
our talents,

and not least of all,
our time.

When we give what we have to others,
we are drawn closer to them,
and closer to God.

When God chooses to meet us in our own time,
then all time is made holy.

It is shocking;
it is unbelievable,

but there it is;
there he is,

Jesus,
in some mysterious way,

God himself,
kneeling down,
washing dirty feet.
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How will we spend our time,
knowing how God spent his?

How will we give ourselves away,
knowing all that God has given to us?

Do your best to be shocked;
I hope that whatever you see happening in your life,

makes you look twice.

I hope you keep looking for as long as it takes,
until you see,

that the promise is kept,
that God will be right there,

blessing you,
and blessing all of your time.


