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Allen Pruitt

We are a long way from that first day.

That first day in the book of Genesis.
That first day

when by the end of it
we had moved from nothing

to light.

There was nothing,
and then there was light,

just because God said so.

But the light meant
that there was something else now too,

because on the other side of light,
there’s always dark.

Think hard,
and you’ll know that it’s true.

The fear you feel,
in the middle of a perfect day. 

The fear that it will all be gone in a flash.

That fear
is the darkness
on the other side of the light.

That fear
is the shadow
cast by the light.
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You can’t have light without a shadow.

If you have so much light
that you don’t have a shadow,

then that light will make you blind.

Last Sunday I was tired.
I made my way back to the altar
and sat down next to one of the acolytes during the offertory.

He looked tired too.
I asked him how he was doing,

and he said,
“man, I had a hard time getting up this morning.”

And I said, “me too.”

He smiled at me and said,
“I had to turn the light on in the bathroom

and then lay back down,
just to get used to the light.”

When your eyes are used to the dark,
even a little bit of light will blind you.
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It’s funny how that story in Genesis works,
when you really read it.

God was there with a bunch of nothing,
and then he made the light.

God made light;
he did not destroy the dark.

There was nothing there with God,
which could also mean

that there was chaos there with God.

And so God created the light,
God created an argument against the chaos.

God did not get rid of the dirt
and the dark
and the mess;

God just said that now
there was a way through

all of the hurt
and the loss
and the fear,

a way through
even when you’re lost in the middle of it.
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We get lost all the time.
It’s easy to do.

You try your best to love
and you can’t quite manage it;

you search hard for peace
and you get the sneaking suspicion

that it’ll stay just around the next corner.

It keeps happening to me,
and I bet I’m not the only one.

There is an empty tomb,
a place where death lay down,

useless and beyond comprehension.

That is God’s doing too.
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God said there was going to be light,
and then he made it shine,

even in the deepest dark.

God said that death
and chaos
and sorrow
and loss
were never going to be the end of it all.

God said that from now on,
there were going to be empty tombs all over the place,

darkness,
into which God will shine a light.

Where is your empty tomb,
the place where you lay down,

useless and beyond hope?

The darkness
where God came in

and shone a light?
Where God sought you out and found you,

when you never believed he would?
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Jesus knew the story.

The story that had been told since the beginning,
about light
and dark
and a burning bush
and a God who was willing to work with the faithless.

The same story we try to tell today.

Jesus seemed to know,
somewhere deep and secret,

that the whole story
was one about redemption

and a God who will keep coming after you.

From the time he started to get into trouble,
Jesus said that he was headed for a cross.

But he never stopped talking about that third day.

Today.

Because if you are faithful enough to take up a cross,
then you might be faithful enough to believe

that God won’t ever leave you alone.
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From the very beginning,
God has been shining a light

in the darkness,
has been telling a story

against the chaos.

That story
is our story.

About a God who won’t quit

until all the tombs are empty.


