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Allen Pruitt

I saw a headline the other day
about the new Greek government.

“Will Greece’s new atheist government
help Muslims integrate?”

I was hooked;
I wanted to read more.

It turns out that the newly elected government in Greece
is a socialist and atheist government

which is a somewhat new idea for the country.

There’s nothing new about socialism in Greece,
but to elect an atheist,

even a secular government,
is a new idea

for a country whose official religion is the Greek Orthodox Church.

Greek Orthodox prelates hold substantial power,
if unofficially,

in the halls of government,
influencing decisions about the building of mosques

and even churches
for minority religious groups.
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Until recently, minority religious groups in Greece
were dealt with by the office of foreign affairs.

The ill treatment of these minorities
and the preference for the Orthodox Church

is even evidenced in the official language of the census.
Minority religions were, until recently,

designated as “foreign dogmas.”

A mosque hasn’t been built in Athens since 1812,
and even Roman Catholic bishops

find their work frustrated by a Greek government,
whose hostility to “foreign dogmas”

has been encouraged by the Greek Orthodox bishops.

How interesting
that minority groups,

groups outcast by society,
find their hope in a secular,

even atheist government,
rather than the dominant Christian church,

whose influence and power might have been used
to raise up the lost and the least,
to offer a vision of hope,

but has instead been used
to marginalize
and offer scorn and derision.
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I wonder what Jesus would do,
if he was walking into church in Greece?

I wonder if he would worship in those churches,
or would he start turning over tables
and drive away all those who make a mockery

of what it means to say,
“I follow Jesus Christ.”

I wonder if we might find Jesus
teaching in an unofficial mosque

in an Athens basement,
rather than sharing bread and wine

in a church built to honor his life,
death,
and resurrection?

We always seem to find Jesus
just where we don’t expect him to be.

We always seem to hear Jesus
say just what we don’t want him to say.

That is,
if we’re willing to look;

that is,
if we’re willing to open our ears and hear.
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It sounds crazy,
but that’s what it says,

right there in the book,
over and over again.

It sounds crazy;
it sounds foolish,

but then, Paul tells us
what we’re supposed to do with crazy and foolish.

Paul tells us
that we’re supposed to hold fast to it;
we’re supposed to listen up

when things start to sound a little crazy
or a lot foolish.

Because just then,
that’s when we’re going to see God in all his glory.

Glory that looks like weakness;
wisdom that looks like foolishness.
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I wonder what Jesus would do,
if he was walking into church here in LaGrange,

right here at St. Mark’s?

I don’t know.
I’m a little too close;
I’ve got too much riding on that answer

to be able to figure it out for myself.

I hope he would laugh and say,
“I know y’all are doing your best,

but here’s what you’re missing;
here’s what you need to work on.”

I hope he would walk right down that aisle
and step up here in this pulpit
and tell us a thing or two.

It wouldn’t be easy;
not for me,
not for you,
not for any of us.

But the good news is this:
it wouldn’t be easy for anybody.

If Jesus walked into any church in LaGrange today,
I don’t think it would be easy for any of them.

We all need a few of our tables turned over;
we all need the easy transaction

of this business of religion
to be upset just a little bit.
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I wonder if it might go something like this:

“I know y’all think I’m crazy,
but what if you’re not making a deal with God.

What if you’re not handing over your heart
or your money
or your time
or your life

so that you’ll get something better in return.

What if you’re handing it all over to God,
because it all belonged to God in the first place,
because it all belongs to God still?

I know y’all think I’m crazy
and that I sound like a fool,

but what if it is 
that impossibly simple?”


