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Allen Pruitt

There is a certain kind of logic ruling this world.

Logic which dictates working ourselves to death
in order to somehow get a better life.

Logic which tells us that the more comfortable we are,
the happier we’ll be;

the more cut off we are,
the less chance we’ll have of getting hurt.

Logic which tells us that the stronger we are,
the more secure we’ll be,

that revenge will make us feel better than forgiveness,
retribution better than rehabilitation.

Logic which prefers instant magic
above faithful waiting.

The logic of this world convinces us
that it’s worth not living,

if by doing so
we might avoid dying.

Jesus wants no part of this logic.
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In our reading today
we hear Jesus tell the disciples about his logic,

which sounds like no logic at all.

“If any want to become my followers,
let them deny themselves

and take up their cross
and follow me.

For those who want to save their life will lose it,
and those who lose their life for my sake,

and for the sake of the gospel,
will save it.

For what will it profit them
to gain the whole world
and forfeit their life?”

This is the logic of Jesus,
the logic of the kingdom to which Jesus has been pointing

his whole life long.

We are stunned at these words.
These words about losing our life and picking up a cross.

We are stunned no less than Jesus’ disciples.
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They have been called from the sunny shores of the Galilean lake,
called to put down nets and follow Jesus.

And they have done so.
And they have seen miracles.

They have seen Jesus heal the sick,
raise the dead,
and shine with the glory of God.

But each time,
his disciples have been mistaken.

“They have interpreted the miracles of Jesus
as demonstrations of power
rather than manifestations of love.”1

All that Jesus does
points us to the true power

which orders this world
and has been holding things together

since the very beginning.
All that Jesus does,

points us toward love.

Jesus’ disciples wanted the messiah to come in great power
and drive away those who would oppress them.

We want no less.

 Lose, David.  http://www.davidlose.net/2015/02/lent-2-b/1

http://www.davidlose.net/2015/02/lent-2-b/
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We long for God to come in power
and in might,

and so we miss God coming to us in our weakness.

Our weakness is almost too frightening to even think about.
And yet Jesus calls us, again and again,

Jesus calls us back to our weakness,
Jesus calls us to be vulnerable.

This whole story began when Peter told Jesus
exactly what he’d been hoping to hear:

“You are the Messiah,
the Christ.”

An astounding confession of faith.

But because the story is familiar to us,
we miss the most astounding part.

As soon as Peter confesses Jesus as Christ,
Peter starts defining what “Christ” should mean.

Peter is acting as patron,
and not disciple.

Peter wants no part
of the vulnerability that Jesus is talking about.

And so he tempts Jesus.
Jesus is tempted by Peter

(as perhaps he was by Satan)
to think that he can avoid suffering, rejection, and death;

Jesus is tempted to believe
that he ought to be riding on a warhorse

instead of looking for a donkey.
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Peter is frightened,
and so he tempts Jesus

to help him feel less afraid.
Peter is frightened,

because he thinks,
“If this man is my master,

and he is about to take up his cross,
then what is he going to ask of me?” 

“If any want to become my followers,
let them deny themselves

and take up their cross
and follow me.

For those who want to save their life will lose it,
and those who lose their life for my sake,

and for the sake of the gospel,
will save it.

For what will it profit them
to gain the whole world
and forfeit their life?”

It is a hard thing,
to be a follower of Jesus.

It means letting go the logic of this world.
It means letting go of yourself,

so you can find the God who made you.
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It’s a hard thing,
to be a follower of Jesus.

The demands are great:
to take your life,

and create an argument
against the logic of this world.

to take your life,
and offer it to the service of others.

to take your life,
and be weak, be vulnerable

to a hurting and broken world.
to take your life,

and with it, point the way back to God.

The demands are great,
but the reward is always the same:

new life,
new creation,
resurrection,
you will be raised.
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Our weakness is our best offering.
We offer up our broken hearts

to an Almighty
and unknowable God;

we offer to each other our vulnerabilities
and our insecurities. 

And in doing so, we find love, we find 

Peter tempts Jesus with the logic of this world:
“Don’t give yourself away,

when you could be sold for a little more.”
“Don’t roll 


