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Allen Pruitt

Mark always gets to the point.
And today,

it’s three short paragraphs.
Boom, boom, boom.

Jesus came and got baptized.
He went into the wilderness and got tempted.
He came back out and he proclaimed the Good News. 

One, two, three.

God told Jesus when he got baptized,
God told him

“You are my Son,
the beloved;
with you I am well pleased.”

And so then what do you suppose happened out there in the desert?
Do you reckon Satan tried to convince him otherwise?

I think maybe Jesus heard that devil
telling him that he wasn’t really any kind of son,

that he wasn’t loved one bit,
and that there wasn’t anything to be pleased about.

That sounds like temptation to me;
that sounds like what the devil might try to get away with,

trying to knock Jesus down a little
after all that he’d heard from God

by the riverside.
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That’s temptation;
that’s what we tend to do;
that’s the voice we hear most strongly.

Again and again
we hear the voices of those who love us,

the voices telling us what’s true and good about us,
reminding us that we will be just fine after all. 

We hear those voices,
but the first chance we get,

the first time we hear another voice,
the voice tempting us to believe that none of it is true,

we go off and follow that voice into the darkness.

Because for whatever reason,
it’s easier to believe the tempting lie

that we are not enough,
than it is to believe the hard truth,

that we are.
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Temptation is supposed to be seductive,
and I suppose that at times it is.

We are tempted into power;
we are tempted into greed;
we are tempted into wanting what our neighbor has.

But all of that,
all of that temptation gets boiled down into this one thing:

believing that we are anything other than what we are,
believing that what we are is not good enough for God.

And so we are tempted to get more,
so that we can be more for God,
or so that we can feel better about ourselves,

and just leave God out of it altogether.

Are you tempted to grab for a little more power,
to knock somebody off their high horse

and climb up there yourself?

What’s wrong with where you’re at?

Are you tempted to cheat and get a little more money,
a little more stuff?

What’s wrong with what you’ve got already?
Why is it not enough?

Are you tempted to listen to everybody
who’s got nothing good to say,

instead of paying attention to all those folks who love you? 
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Why?
Why is it easier to believe that you aren’t enough,

instead of believing the hard truth,
that you are?

We are tempted time and again.
Sometimes we know it,
sometimes we don’t.

But ask yourself,
am I listening to the voice

that tells me that there is enough,
or am I listening to the voice

that tells me there will never be enough?

Mark doesn’t tell us what Satan said to Jesus,
or even what Jesus said to Satan.

Mark only tells us what happened to Jesus
before he went into that desert,

and what happened
when he came back out again on the other side.



�5

On the way in Jesus heard the voice of his God,
booming down out of heaven,

“You are my son,
the beloved,
with you I am well pleased.”

And then he was tempted;
tempted to believe that it wasn’t true,

none of it was true.

There’s no life,
there’s no good,
there’s no resurrection.

Tempted to believe that none of it
could ever happen for him.

But there he came,
out on the other side again.

There he came,
even after John the Baptist got arrested,

there Jesus came,
“proclaiming the good news of God,

and saying, “The time is fulfilled,
and the kingdom of God has come near;

repent,
and believe in the good news.”

Repent.
Repent and believe.
Repent, and believe in the good news.

Believe in the good news.
Believe.


