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I had an Old Testament professor in college
who was probably the first person       

to actually encourage me to think about the Bible.              

On the first day of class
he gave his opening lecture       

and the text he examined was the passage from Genesis              
that we read here in church this morning.                     

In that class we were using a translation of the Bible different
from the one here today.       

A translation that starts very simply:                                          
“In the beginning God created…"                                                 

It does not say, “In the beginning, WHEN God created...”.
It says, “In the beginning God...”       

It’s not a huge difference,
one word.                            

But I have never forgotten the difference       
that word makes.                                                 

Opening up a Bible to page one,
we read about a world,              

a universe,                                   
a creation that begins very simply,                                   

with God.                                                 

“In the beginning God”,
and everything else came after that.       

Everything else flows out of God,              
out of God’s goodness,                                                 
out of God’s love,                                                 
out of God’s regard for creation.                                                 
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And everything
is created              

from nothing.

In this account of the creation,       
God does not take clay and water,              

does not take diverse elements                     
and fuse them into something cogent and useful.                            

No, in this account of the creation,
God simply creates.                            
God stands alone as the creator,                            

and everything else is the created.                                   

Everything else is created simply,                                   
with a word from God,                                          
because of the will of God.                                          

We exist in a world created and ordered by God,
created and ordered by the Word of God.       

Not the words that we see on a page,              
but the Word that creates,                     

the Word that gives life,                            
the Word whose truth is only hinted at,                            

in even the most beautiful                                          
and revealing passages of scripture.                                          
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In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
God said,  “Let there be light”,       

and there was light.              
And God saw that the light was good.                     

In the beginning,
God created,       

and what God created was good.              

All of it,                     
the whole creation,                     
every piece that springs forth                     

from the mind and heart of God,                                   
is called good.                                                                      

And when God looked back on all that he had made,
he saw that it was very good.       

Sometimes it doesn’t seem very good.                     
Sometimes we look around at the world                     

and it doesn’t feel very good.                                   

It seems ugly                                          
and strange                                                 
and distant                                                 
and hard.                                                 
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Addiction
and hunger       
and violence       
and jealousy       

stare us in the face              
and say very plainly                     

that this world is not good;                                   
that there is more to creation                                   

than the simple parting                                          
of the dark waters of chaos                                                 
from the firmament of order.                                                  

And that is undeniably true.

The world that God created,              
the garden to which our hearts long to return,              

is no more.                                   

Our own awakening to good and evil,
our own awareness of our capacity

to both love              
and to abuse love              

has separated us from our created innocence.                     

But still,
we are created of God,       

and all that was created was called very good.              
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Every week,
there is another little congregation that gathers in this space.       

We meet every Wednesday morning for Kindergarten Chapel.
It is a highlight of our week.              

Every week we tell stories,
we sing songs              
and we pray prayers.              

Every week,
from the beginning of the school year right through the end,       

I begin the prayers with something that I heard from a priest who               
taught me how to pray with children.                                   

“prayer is when we talk to God,
but it’s also when we listen for what God is saying to us.”       

Now, on a practical level,
by saying this I’m trying to give some squirmy little kids       

a good reason to be still and quiet.              

“We have to listen really close
so that we can listen for what God is saying to us.”       

But really,
I’m just telling them the truth.       

When we pray,
we are talking to God,       

but if we are doing all the talking,              
and never listening for what God is trying to say,                     

then we are,                            
at best,                                   

getting it about 1/2 right.                                          
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But what is God trying to say to us?
In creation,       
in our prayers,       
in the scriptures that we read?       

What is God trying to say to us       
when we live in a world that does not feel good,              

that does not seem good,                                                 
and yet which God created                                          

and called good?                                                               

When we sit still,
and listen very closely       

for what God is trying to say to us,                     
what do we hear?                                          

Today we celebrate the Baptism of our Lord.

We celebrate in the scriptures we read
and, in some years, in the baptisms which take place.       

Baptisms where children of God claim their inheritance
as part of God’s beloved creation.       



�7

In the reading from the gospel,
we hear of Jesus’ baptism by John in the River Jordan.       

In the moment that he rose out of the water,              
Jesus heard the voice of God saying,                     

“You are my Son,                                          
the Beloved;                                          
with you I am well pleased.”                                          

In our baptism
we claim this heritage,       

as children of God.                                   
We are marked as Christ’s own, forever,       

rising up to a new life of grace.                                   

In the beginning, God
... was good,       

and God shared his goodness,                     
and the world was created.                     

In the stillness of that first day of creation,
when there was light and dark,                     

God spoke                                   
not only to create,                                          
but to proclaim a blessing:                                          

“it is good.”                                                        
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In the cacophony of noise,
after plants       
and animals       
and human beings,       

God spoke,                            
not only to create,                                   
but to proclaim a blessing:                                   

“it is good.”                                                  

And so we were created good.
We still share in that goodness,              
we are still marked by that goodness,              

                     
and in baptism we are born again,                     

as a new creation,                            
created good                                          
and made perfect                                          

by the risen life of Jesus Christ.                                                 
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Teaching our children how to listen for God is not easy,
because we are so often       

    so bad at listening for God!                            

And in the dark of the night,
when we are restless       

and longing,                            
after the endless chatter subsides…       

on occasion
we not only listen for God,       
but we hear him calling out.       

We know it is the voice of God
and not our own mind                            

when we hear the voice saying:              
“You are loved.                     

                     
You are not perfect,                                   
you are not always good,                                   
you are not always faithful,                                   

                     
but you are loved.”                     

We know that we have heard the voice of our creator
when we hear:       

“you are loved,              
and that is enough.”                     


