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Allen Pruitt

“Then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds
with great power and glory.

Then he will send out the angels,
and gather his elect from the four winds, 

from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.”

And Jesus went on from there.

He said, ‘you don’t know when it’s coming;
you won’t have any idea.

There will be signs;
there will be hints,

but “about that day or hour
no one knows”,
only God above.

And this was his message to all people:

“Keep awake.”

It sounds to me like Jesus it talking about the rapture.
For somebody that grew up in a more evangelical tradition,

I didn’t hear an awful lot about the rapture when I was little. 

People talked about it every now and then at school,
and sure there were a few sermons about it at church.

But we didn’t hear it over and over again.
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The basic idea of the rapture
is that Jesus is going to come back and judge this world,

but before he does,
there’s going to be a gathering of all the righteous.

They’ll all fly up to heaven
and the rest of us will be left behind.

I’ve still never been very clear
on what this means for the rest of us.

I’ve never been real clear
on how to make sure that the angels come to get me

when it’s time.

From the way folks talk
it seems like we have to avoid sin,

as much as we can.

Especially the worst sins,
whatever those might be at any given time.

We have to avoid those Old Testament sins.
Nobody ever talks much about the New Testament sins,

the ones that Jesus was on about,
from beginning to end.

It seems like as long as we avoid lying down with the wrong person,
then we can ignore all the stuff that made Jesus angry.



�3

I’m not sure that’s how it really works,
but that sure is the message every time I hear a preacher on T.V.

Every time I hear somebody blame God for a hurricane,
it’s all about Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy

and it’s got nothing to do with the prophet Isaiah
or those four pesky gospels.  

I’m not sure what the rapture is really all about.
But then, I don’t think that the rapture is going to happen,

or that it’s even in the Bible.

We can look in scripture
and we can find it;

but we can look and find most anything
if we look at a verse here or a word there.

What we do see in scripture,
again and again,

are these words,

“keep awake.”

We have to keep awake;
we have to keep looking for Jesus.

But Jesus never told us to look up to the clouds.
In fact, he seems to imply

that looking up to heaven is a waste of time,
because nobody knows when the heavens are going to break open,

not even the angels who live up there.
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No, Jesus wants us to keep awake,
he wants us to keep looking for him,

but he wants us to keep looking right here.

He wants us to keep looking
where he always was before:

with the poor
and the hungry
and the naked
and the sick
and those in prison.

What we do to the least of us,
we do also to him.

It seems like the rapture is all about flying up to heaven,
which is strange,

because Jesus was always falling down,
as low as he could get.

Whether we believe in the rapture or not,
we tend to spend all our energy trying to fly,

when all Jesus wants us to do
is fall down where we can find him.

We have convinced ourselves
that we have got to fly up to God;
that we have to be good enough,

perfect enough,
holy enough

to be able to float on up to heaven.
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But that’s not what the Bible says,
not even a little bit.

Our reading from Isaiah says it all,
sums up everything

that scripture ever had to say about heaven and earth:

“O that you would tear open the heavens and come down,
so that the mountains would quake at your presence.”

The point is not for us to get good enough,
rid enough

of our sin and shame
to be perfect enough

to fly up to God.

The point IS,
that God is going to tear open the heavens

and come down.

Isaiah said it;
Daniel said it.

Abraham saw it;
Moses saw it.

Jesus did it,
and he’s going to do it again.
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Down comes God,
down to earth,
down to sin,
down to us.

Down comes God,
and heaven comes with him.

We don’t have to fly up to heaven,
not if God is going to come down.

And that is ALL
that scripture has ever said,

that heaven is coming down to earth.
And that it is happening

all the time.

I don’t believe in the rapture.
I don’t think there’ll ever come a time when your plane will fall out of the sky

because the captain was assumed into heaven
or that any car will suddenly become driverless.

I don’t believe in any of that.
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But those rapture folks did get something right.

They got the feeling
   at least a little bit right.

The fear and the trembling;
the ache in your heart
and the emptiness in the pit of your stomach.

They got all that right.

Because that’s what happens
when the heavens get ripped open,
when everything opens up

and we see where God really is.

Isaiah was calling down the Lord,
the God who made heaven and earth.

Isaiah was calling down God,
but it was his last resort.

“There is no one who calls on your name, O Lord,
or attempts to take hold of you;…

Yet, O Lord,
you are our Father;…
we are all the work of your hand…

Now consider, 
we are all your people.”
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Calling on the Lord is a fearful thing,
because you might just find him.

You’ll find him if you go looking,
looking out for Jesus.

But calling on the Lord,
calling on him to open up the heavens and come down,

that’s a whole other thing.

It’s got to be your last resort,
because when the heavens open,

most everything will get burned away:
all our possessions which possess us,
all the lies which we say are truth,
all the secrets we’ve kept,

even from ourselves,

everything that has ever kept us from loving and forgiving;
they’ll all be gone

and you’ll be left

with nothing
but yourself
and the God who made you,
       the God who loves you,

no matter how hot the fire.


