
�1

Allen Pruitt

So this is a terrible Gospel.

There;
I said it.

I have so much trouble with this reading.

But please,
don’t make the same mistake I made the first time I read this.

We have a story of 10 bridesmaids waiting on the bridegroom.
Half of them were wise;
half of them were foolish.

The mistake I made
was to rush in and judge those wise bridesmaids.

“Why couldn’t you just share what you had;
you had an abundance of oil,
surely you could’ve shared just a little bit.”

And I was all ready to write my stewardship sermon
about sharing our abundance
and trying to avoid judging those who don’t!

But the gospel isn't really about that;
so I stopped,
and I prayed;
and I looked for something more.
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This parable is hard.
It’s hard if you misread it like me;
it’s hard if you are standing right there next to Jesus,

and you understand every word he has to say.

This parable is hard
because it is about waiting

and waiting is hard.

Waiting on something long over due;
waiting for something you’re not sure will even come.

That’s what these bridesmaids are here to do:
wait.

I hate waiting.
I’m not good at waiting on anything:

bad news,
good news,

anything.
I’m not good at waiting.

I don’t mind dealing with the truth,
but I don’t want to wait on it.

Better to take your medicine
and get on with life.

But the problem is,
we have to wait.

Waiting is part of living.
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We wait in line,
especially when we’re in a hurry;

we wait on news from the doctor,
and the longer we wait,
the worse we expect it to be;

when we were children,
we waited on Christmas,

sure that it would never come;
we wait on a phone call,

from that special someone.

We wait
and we wait
and we wait.

What are you waiting on right now?
Any of those things?

Do you have kids already waiting on Christmas?
Are you waiting to hear back from a doctor?
Are you waiting to hear back about a job?

What are you waiting on?

What do you think this church is waiting on?
Are we ready for whatever it is?
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This story is about waiting;
all those bridesmaids waiting.

What really matters
are those five foolish bridesmaids.

What happened to them?
Why did they deserve to be shut out,

locked away forever?

All ten of those bridesmaids were waiting.
And they kept on waiting till they all fell asleep.

So, falling asleep wasn’t the problem.
What happened next?

Well, all their lamps had gone out.
So, letting your light go out is not the problem.

No, the problem came next.
The problem came

when the five foolish ones
went to light their candles again.

Their oil had burned out
and they had brought no more.

The wise and the foolish,
they all had to wait,
they all fell asleep,
all their lights went out.

The difference
is that the wise bridesmaids had planned ahead

and brought plenty of oil.
The foolish just ran out.
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And before you judge the wise brides maids like I did,
before you assume that they had all the wealth

and they wouldn’t share it with the foolish.

Well, remember
that when the foolish maids left,

they went straight to the store
to go and buy some more oil.

They had plenty oil at home;
they had plenty of money to buy more.

They had plenty;
they just weren’t prepared.

Dr. Anna Florence Carter,
a preaching professor at Columbia Seminary in Atlanta

reminds us of how we are like those foolish bridesmaids.

They couldn't borrow any oil
because the story isn't really about oil.

They couldn't borrow oil,
because you can't borrow what really matters.

“You can't borrow someone else's peace of mind
or their passion for God.

You can't say to your friend,
"You have such a happy marriage, don't you?

Could you give me some of that?”

It doesn't work.
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You have to find it yourself.
You have to figure out what fills you up,

spiritually,
and then make sure you have some to carry with you,

every single minute of the day,
because that's how often you'll need it.”

You will need your strength everyday;
you will need your light everyday.

We all need God;
we all need that light.

So how do we keep it lit?
How do we wait

without letting that light go out?

Well, we just try to keep ready
and then we keep on waiting.

We keep on waiting
and we do our best

to keep our light burning through the night.
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But when your light does go out,
as light will eventually do,

when the oil runs out
and the light is gone,

then just keep waiting;

wait 
in the darkness;

wait
on the God who always brings light

and who never fears
to step into the darkest corners of our hearts. 


