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" The last year has been a busy one for St. Mark’s.  I could begin 

any number of places, but I might as well start right back here, one 

year ago.  At the end of my rector’s report last year, I reported that I 

had asked Casey to marry me, and she was kind enough to say yes.  

And from that point on, things were moving.  We had a wedding on 

April 13 and put together plans for some refurbishment on the rectory.  

Through your generosity, St. Mark’s was able to move forward with 

several projects to make the rectory more family friendly.  The original 

plans included adding privacy fencing, a concrete driveway and 

parking pad, and most significantly, a porch which would provide back-

yard access from the main level."

"
"
"
"
"
"
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" When I asked Todd Stephens to draw up some plans, he told me 

that he’d draw exactly what we ought to do, and then we could scale it 

back once we figured out exactly how much money we had to work 

with.  Well, thanks to the outpouring of support for the project, we 

didn’t have to scale anything back, and we were able to build a porch 

that fit the house and provided new living space for my family and for 

many families to come."

"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
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" The next phase of the project began with a door lock.  The 

sunroom on the rectory had only a meager handle lock, even though it 

was on the front of the house and a likely entry point for anyone who 

might want to gain access.  Casey asked if we could get a deadbolt 

put on.  That’s it, just a lock.  Well, sometimes you find more than you 

bargained for.  Poking around a little in the sunroom exposed a world 

of water issues and rotted wood.  This led to months of work, not only 

on the back of the house, but also on the front.  From May until the 

first part of November, the rectory was a construction site.  After 

Casey’s house sold more quickly than we imagined it would, we 

moved into the middle of this construction zone on July 16th.  It was 

an interesting summer!"

"
"
"
"
"
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" At the end of the day we spent about $75,000 on the whole 

project, restoration and new construction.  The house is in much, 

much better shape than it was before.  But it still needs work.  Little 

things need doing, and they always will.  It’s an old house and work 

will need doing every single year to keep it up.  In the long term, 

bathrooms will have to be updated, and other updates will be needed 

eventually.  On a more significant and immediate note, the heavy rains 

in December exposed more water issues around the sunroom and the 

tile porch on the front of the house.  It seems clear that the sunroom 

used to be a screened porch and that the tile porch used to have 

some type of covering over it.  The lack of a covering and the less 

than perfect job of enclosing the sunroom many years ago were and 

continue to be the source of the major water problems.  I am working 

with Mel Bowling now in search of experts to help us determine the 

best method to abate the water."

"
"
"
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We have done so much to repair rotten wood and we must finish the 

job to see that it never happens again.  Being at the beginning stages 

of this exploration, I don’t have specific answers or even likely 

outcomes to share with you.  I can only say that St. Mark’s has turned 

a significant corner in the care and keeping of our property, and I don’t 

want to see us turn back now, when we are so close to operating out 

of regular maintenance, rather than fixing huge problems."

"
"
"
"
"
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"
"
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" The rectory was my whole life for about half the year.  But it 

wasn’t all that was happening here at St. Mark’s.  We had a year full of 

life and love and service to God.  There were plenty of changes.  We 

have seen new folks come in.  This shows in the fact that we have 10 

new pledges far for 2014.  But we also saw some beloved people 

leave and make a life somewhere else.  I think especially of losing 

Woody and Ruth Anne Jones and Grady Callahan.  Woody was senior 

warden when I was hired three and a half years ago; Ruth Anne did 

EVERYTHING around here.  Singing in the choir, scheduling 

ministers, serving as verger, and they both helped to run a first 

Sunday breakfast team.  Their life and energy is already missed.  So 

too we miss Grady.  I still look up from my desk, hoping that I’ll see 

him shuffle into Debra’s office to sign checks.  I miss him and I know 

that we all do."

"
"
"
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But that is life in the church.  People come in and make a home here 

and then they leave.  But always, more people come, bringing their 

life, and love, and energy.  This year is a perfect example of why we 

all need to tell our friends and neighbors about why we love St. 

Mark’s.  We always want to keep sharing this place with new people, 

because we are never complete.  We lost some familiar faces and we 

meet new ones that will become familiar very soon.  That is life in the 

church and I give thanks for every minute of it."

"
"
"
"
"
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"
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" Other changes took place throughout the year as well.  Our own 

Phillip’s House ministry was begun decades ago with the help of the 

Chattahoochee Valley Episcopal Ministry.  For 30 years we have been 

helping assist people in our community who cannot pay a light bill or a 

water bill.  We offer them a hand up and a friendly face.  St. Mark’s 

partnered with Advent Lutheran a few years back and Phillip’s House 

is strong and vibrant.  You note in the written report that Anne Gentry, 

the leader of Phillip’s House has said that it is time for the Phillip’s 

House to separate from CVEM.  Our ministry is entirely self supporting 

both in finances and in volunteers.  The volunteers of Phillip’s House 

requested that the vestry of St. Mark’s take oversight of the ministry 

and the vestry agreed.  St. Mark’s partners with CVEM on other 

projects, but it was time for Phillip’s House to become a ministry in its 

own right and this move recognizes that reality."

"
"
"
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" Hopefully you’ve also been to St. Mark’s new website.  We are 

up and running and I am very excited about the possibilities for 

communicating with parishioners and most importantly with the 

community around us about who we are and what a wonderful place 

this church is.  The more we use the site and share it with those we 

know, the more useful it will be."

"
" One more change was afoot in the last quarter of the year.  After 

16 years of faithful service, Jane Brubaker decided that it was time for 

her to retire from working at St. Mark’s.  She  has worn a number of 

professional hats at this church, most recently working as the Director 

of Christian Education.  I am so grateful for all the work she has done 

just in my three years as rector to coordinate volunteers for children’s 

Sunday school, work with me to help develop interesting Adult 

education opportunities, and also to revitalize our Vacation Bible 

School program.  I am thrilled with those results and I am more than 

thrilled that Jane will still be here at St. Mark’s as a parishioner."

"
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" Jane’s retirement necessitated a search for someone to fill her 

position.  In thinking about my staff and the needs we have, I decided 

to rework the position to focus more narrowly on children and their 

families.  The position is now for a Cooridnator of Children’s Ministries.  

After a search process headed by Kay Durand and including a 

committee of Caryn Daniel, Margaret Hurd, and Carl Parke, it was 

suggested to me that I interview one candidate with the full support of 

that committee.  After interviewing that candidate and checking 

references, it became clear to me that we had found the right person 

for the job.  Leslie Raymer came on staff at the beginning of this year 

and so is just getting her feet wet."

"
"
"
"
"
"
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At the conclusion of this meeting, you’ll have a chance to get to know 

her and we’ll all hear more in the coming weeks about plans, but the 

main areas of focus for this new position will be the generation of 

some service and fellowship activities for children and their families, a 

children’s chapel during the 10:30 service, continuing our new tradition 

of Vacation Bible School excellence, and taking a look at ways to 

strengthen our children’s Sunday school program in the fall.  I am 

excited about working with Leslie.  If you didn’t get a chance to read 

about her in last month’s Roaring Lion, here is a brief sketch.  She 

most recently worked at Sandy Springs Christian Church as their 

interim children’s minister.  She has a BA from Furman, a Masters in 

Archaeology from Oklahoma State and a Masters in Divinity from 

Emory’s Candler School of Theology.  Her experience, credentials, 

and education, as well as her energetic personality give me great 

hope for the future of our Children’s Programs here at St. Mark’s."

"
"
"
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———————————————————"

"
" Every Sunday when we leave the church, we walk by our 

beautiful Celtic Cross.  If I ever have to meet someone new to town, I 

tell them that I’m at the Episcopal Church; you know, the one down 

from the high school with the big stone cross out front.  It’s what we’re 

known for, but if  you aren’t careful, you can walk by without paying it 

much mind.  And you can definitely miss the words written at the 

bottom.  “Who are you?  Where are you going?  Why?”  These words 

have crossed my mind again and again as I have thought about 2014 

and our 150th anniversary.  In 1864 some small band of people 

gathered in LaGrange to worship the Lord as Episcopalians.  There is 

no way they could have imagined having an enormous cross outside 

of this beautiful building as part of this rather large campus here on 

Greenwood St.  And yet, here we are."

"
"
"
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" Here we are, ready to celebrate where we have been; ready to 

celebrate the past 150 years as St. Mark’s.  You have already seen 

just a little of that celebration, as we take a few moments to read in the 

bulletin about what was going on “this week in St. Mark’s history.”  But 

there is more to come.  I don’t know what form that should take.  We 

need smart, energetic people to step up and help vestry members to 

plan these celebrations.  D. Lindner has done a great job of diving into 

our history and he has some great ideas, but we will need more help.  

Do you like to throw a party?  Do you like to celebrate?  This is your 

year!  At some point in the fall Bishop Wright will be with us to cap off 

our year of celebrations.  But what else could we do?  What could we 

offer to the community as a gift in honor of our own anniversary?  St. 

Mark’s is a gift given to all of us by all those who have come before.  

And St. Mark’s is a gift to the community, given by all of us here now 

to all those who don’t yet know us.   How can we celebrate that gift?"

"
"
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" And as we move beyond celebrations, as we move beyond 150 

into 151 years, we must ask ourselves those old questions: “Who are 

you?  Where are you going? Why?”  Who will St. Mark’s be in 2015?  

2020?  And on down the line?  What excites us; what gives us 

energy?  What do we do that most reminds us of the love of God 

present and persistent in our lives?  We exist to glorify God.  Our 

mission is to love and worship God and love and serve all people.  

How will that mission be carried out in coming years."

"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
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" Will you say yes when Leslie calls and asks you to be part of our 

new children’s chapel?  Will you say yes when someone from the 

vestry calls and asks you to help lead our much needed newcomer 

committee?  Will you tell your friends and neighbors what you love 

about St. Mark’s so that they can come and be part of it too?  These 

things take a bit of courage; there is always some risk in putting 

yourself out there, whether telling Bible stories to children or telling 

your story to someone new in the church."

"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
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" God has brought us safe thus far, through 150 years of unknown, 

and delivered us to this day.  We will celebrate where we have been 

and it will be a great party, all year long.  But a few questions remain, 

when all that is said and done:"

"
" " " " " “Who are we?"

"
" " " " " Where are we going?"

"
" " " " " Why?"


