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The disciples need answers.
 “Increase our faith.”

  They have a problem
  and more faith is the answer to their problem.

The disciples are asking for more faith,
 because Jesus just told them that they needed to forgive.

   Every time somebody asks them for forgiveness,
    they need to forgive.
     No matter how many times they get hurt,
     no matter how many times
    that person slides back into their old ways;
   every time you get asked for forgiveness,
    you need to forgive.

And so the disciples come falling at the feet of Jesus
 crying out, “Increase our faith!”
   We need more.
   We can’t love like that;
  the way we’re built,
   we can’t even begin to love like that.

That sounds about right to me.
 Forgiving somebody every time they ask for it;
  there’s nothing easy about that.
   Especially if they keep coming back,
   doing the same old things,
   and then begging you to give them one more chance.  
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There’s nothing easy about that.
That sounds like a miracle.
 And so I need more faith.
 I need to have a little more from God,
  if I’m going to start loving like that.

But Jesus tells them:
 “No.
  You’ve got enough already.
  You’ve got enough faith.
 It may be as small as a mustard seed,
  but that’s enough faith
   to go around loving like you need to love.
  That’s enough faith
   to be telling folks about the love of God.

  You have enough.

What makes us feel like we don’t have enough?
 What on earth has us convinced
  that we aren’t enough for God?

I sometimes get a little discouraged,
 because I want to have big answers;
 I want to be able to replicate my success
  by knowing how I achieved it in the first place;
 I want to be able to avoid future failure
  by understanding what I did wrong all those times before.
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But the truth is,
 sometimes the only way to succeed,
  is just to be yourself,
  one foot in front of the other.

Which is scary;
 because we never really believe that WE are enough.
And the truth is,
 sometimes we didn’t DO anything right,
   we just showed up;

and usually we didn’t mess it all up;
 things just don’t always go our way.

   But that’s not what we want to believe.
    We want to believe that things will make sense,
    that things will be predictable.
 “If I do good,
 I will get good.
  When things didn’t go well,
  it’s because I did bad.”
     The righteous are rewarded
     and the wicked are punished.
   The end.

And we want that because it would be simple.
 It would be a formula.
   But people aren’t math
   and so the formulas rarely work.
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I get nervous every time I hear myself or anyone else
 try to make faith sound like a math problem.

Faith is not a math problem.
Faith is it’s own kind of problem altogether.

  You’ve heard the proclamations:
   “God said it;
   I believe it;
   that settles it.”

Or mega church pastor Joel Osteen,
 who begins each of his services with this bit of liturgy:
  holding his Bible over his head, he begins,
   “This is my Bible.
   I am what it says I am.
   I can do what it says I can do.”

But what exactly does the Bible say about who you are?
 What does it say you can do?
  Moving mountains;
  raising the dead;
  forgiving those that hurt you.

    Which of those is the greatest miracle?

The Bible is not a book of answers about who you are;
 more than anything,
 I believe the Bible is a book of really good questions,
  questions we can ask to help us figure out,

   “Who did God create us to be?”

4



There are no simple answers,
 not about the kinds of problems we come here to figure out.

There are no simple answers,
 not to the kind of problem the disciples came to Jesus about.

   “Increase our faith!”

    We want to forgive;
    we want to keep following you,
   but we need more faith.”

And Jesus was supposed to wave his magic wand and,
 POOF,
 give them the faith they needed.

Instead,
 he spoke the most difficult words he could.
  He told them:
    “You are made in the image of God
     and so you have enough.

      You are enough.”
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