
Allen Pruitt

Can you see any connection,
! any tenuous connection
! ! with the game that Will and Savanna just played
! ! ! and the readings for today?

I’m thinking of the reading from Acts.
! The reading where the disciples are sitting around a table
! ! and suddenly there’s a rush of wind
! ! and then all these strange things
! ! ! sitting on the top of their heads.

! ! ! ! “Tongues of fire” the reading says,
! ! ! ! ! right there on their heads.

So, there you go,
! a very slight connection between my gimmick and the reading.

What struck me when I read this
! is that the disciples are sitting around the table,
! ! and they suddenly see all these fires
! ! ! burning on top of their friends.

! ! ! ! But unless the room was covered in mirrors,
! ! ! ! they couldn’t see anything on their own heads.

Just like Savanna knew that Will was Batman,
! but he had no idea who he was supposed to be.

! ! ! He had to ask her;
! ! ! and she had to tell him what she saw.
They both needed a little help
figuring out who they were supposed to be.
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Don’t we all?
Don’t we all need a little bit of help
! figuring out just what it means to be us?

If I introduce myself to you,
! I say, “Hello, my name is Allen Pruitt.”
! ! I can go on to tell you about how I’m a twin,
! ! and how I’m the rector of St. Mark’s,
! ! and how I’m married to Casey.
But just what does it mean for me to be Allen Pruitt?

! I’m still trying to figure that out.
! It’s not a forgone conclusion.
! ! Every moment,
! ! we have to work to figure out who we are going to be next.

Wouldn’t it be nice
! if somebody just walked up and told you,
! ! “hey, you’re Batman.”

! ! ! Then you could just be Batman.
! ! ! ! It might be very difficult.
! ! ! ! You might have to figure out how to be Batman.
! But at least you’d know
! ! that you were doing exactly the right thing,
! ! that you were working on who or what you’re supposed to be.
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But life doesn’t seem to work that way.
! The most we get,
! if we are very lucky,
! ! is someone supportive,
! ! someone who loves us enough to say,
! ! ! “I think you might be good at this.”
! ! ! Or  “I wonder if you’ve ever thought about doing this.”

Even in our game,
! Savanna didn’t walk up to Will and just tell him that he was Batman.
! ! He had to ask questions.
! ! She had to tell him what she saw
! ! and what she thought.
! ! He had to be willing to listen to her
! ! ! and figure it out for himself.

In our lives,
! this involves a lot of risk.
! ! It’s risky to ask other folks what they see in you.
! ! And it’s risky for us to be willing to tell other folks
! ! ! what we see in them.

! ! ! ! But they are risks worth taking.

! It’s worth the risk to give someone a compliment
! ! and to tell them the gifts that you see in them.
! It’s worth the risk to ask someone you love,
! ! “what do you see in me?”

And then wait to hear the answer,
! even if it might be an answer you don’t want to hear.
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What if we lived in a world like that?
! A world where people looked around the room,
! ! and saw the gifts that others had to share,
! ! and then told those people exactly what they saw?

What if we tried to make that world exist,
! right here in this church?
! ! To have a conversation with someone,
! ! ! someone you don’t know very well,
! ! ! or someone in your own family.
Tell them how much you enjoy hearing them read
! when they are on the schedule.
Tell them thank you for the beautiful flowers
! if you notice their name on the flower guild list for that week.
Tell them that you wish they’d come to Sunday school with you,
! because you really want to hear what they have to say
! ! about our topic for that week.
Tell them that you’re glad you saw them at church that week,
! and you hope to see them again soon.

I know we do things like that.
! We are a friendly and energetic church.
! But what if we thought that was our job at church?

! ! To look around the room,
! ! ! and recognize all the gifts we see,
! ! to notice why God
! ! ! might have brought this person into my life today.
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The disciples sat around that table,
! and suddenly there was a rush of wind
! and then all these strange things sitting on top of their heads.

What if they had looked around the room,
! and seen all that,
! but never said a word.

If John hadn’t looked at Peter and said,
! “you’ve got this fire over your head”
and Peter hadn’t looked back at John and said,
! “you’ve got it too!”

Today is Pentecost Day.
! And ever since that first Pentecost,
! the Holy Spirit is here with us.
! ! There’s not much we can do to get rid of it.

So just take a look around the room
! look and see the little fires burning all around you.

! Look and see,
! ! sons and daughters prophesying
! ! young men with visions
! ! and old men dreaming dreams

! Look and see the little fires burning all around you.
! ! And then remember

! ! ! that you’ve got that same fire
! ! ! ! ! ! ! burning in you.
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