
Allen Pruitt

Today is Epiphany Day.
Yesterday was the 12th and last day of Christmas.

We’ve all heard this story before.
! This story about the wise men following a star.

A lot of us heard it on Christmas Eve,
! during our pageant.

If you read carefully,
! you know that this story about the Wise Men
! ! did not happen at the same time
! ! ! as the story about the shepherds.

The shepherds came
! and found a baby lying in a manger.
The Wise Men came
! and found Jesus, back at home.

! ! He might have still been a baby,
! ! but more likely he was close to three years old.

Frankly I don’t see a lot of harm in conflating the two stories.
! They both have to do with something important,
! ! something miraculous.
! They both have to do with a savior being born.
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In fact, I’d say that these Wise Men and the shepherds
! have one very important thing in common.
! ! They come to find a savior,
! ! and they see a little boy,
! ! and then they head out,
! ! ! back to their lives.

Some of them see a newborn baby,
some of them see a child of perhaps three.
! But the shepherds and the Wise Men too,
! ! they all have to go back home.
! ! They all have to go back to their lives,
! ! ! and wait.

They’ve seen this miraculous child.
They’ve seen angels
! and stars
! and all manner of signs from heaven.

! And their lives don’t seem to change much.
! ! At least not for another 30 or so years.

! ! ! They’ve seen a baby,
! ! ! a little boy,
! ! ! and they are waiting on him to become a savior.
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What do you think they did,
! these wise men and shepherds?
What would you do?
What would you do
! if you knew that the world was different,
! if you knew that nothing would ever really be the same?

And what if you still had to go back home,
! back where everything was really still the same?

I think that the Wise Men and the shepherds belong together.
And I think we belong right there with them.
! We know what happened of course,
! ! many years before we were born.
! We know where that baby went
! and what he said
! and what kind of trouble he got himself into.

But we still find ourselves waiting.
! We’re waiting to see exactly how things are going to turn out.
! We’re waiting to understand just what it all means.
! We keep doing our best to figure out
! ! just what we’re supposed to do about the whole thing.
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We belong with the Wise Men and the shepherds.
! Some of us are rich,
! some of us are poor.
! ! Some of us have a vision from an angel,
! ! and some of us are following a star.

But no matter what,
! we are all making our way down the road,
! ! toward a little baby in a manger,
! ! toward a teacher with all kinds of things to say,
! ! toward a cross,
! ! and toward an empty tomb.

And we keep doing our best
! to figure out just what we’re supposed to do about the whole thing.

We always think of three wise men.
! But nowhere does it say anything about how many kings there were.
! ! The story speaks only of three different gifts.

I don’t mind putting the shepherds and the wise men all together,
! but this is one place
! ! where I think we ought to pay attention to the story,
! ! and not try to make it fit with the Christmas pageant.
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What if there weren’t three wise men?
What if there weren’t three hundred wise men?
What if there were more than you can count?

I imagine one of them looking up
! and seeing a star
! and heading out.

! ! And then he met up with somebody else,
! ! and they figured out that they were following the same star.
! ! And along the way
! ! ! they met up with two more here and six more there,

! ! ! ! until all the wisdom of the world
! ! ! ! ! was making it’s way
! ! toward that little boy who had been born in a manger.

Who knows what they left behind.
And who knows what they went back to.
! All we know is that they went back home by another way.
! ! “They left for their own country by another road.”

! ! ! ! ! They came down one road,
! ! ! ! ! and they went back a different way.
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They went back, probably unsure of what they’d seen,
unsure of what it all meant.

! ! But they went back different,
! ! they went back changed.

It doesn’t matter what road you take to get to Jesus,
! you will find your way home differently.

! ! ! ! You will walk away,
! ! ! ! ! changed.

And if you aren’t sure what it all means.
! If you’re still trying to figure all that out,
! ! don’t worry,
! ! ! so is everyone else.

Nobody’s sure what it all means,
! not any of it.

! ! ! ! Except that we will walk away different,

! ! ! and we will find our way home.
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