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“Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness,
! so that we may receive mercy and find grace.”

! ! Approach with boldness.

When’s the last time you got bold with God?
When’s the last time you thought that was a good idea?
! It’s not always easy to do.
! It takes a bit of boldness
! ! just to believe that God is worth talking to.
! It takes  more than just a bit of boldness
! ! to sit and listen to what God has to say.

The rich young man learned that.
! He approached Jesus and asked him a question.
! ! Asked him the only question that seems worth asking:
! ! ! “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”

And he didn’t like the answer.
‘Course, I don’t like it either.

! ‘You’ve done everything right:
! ! been truthful,
! ! and righteous,
! ! and honored the truth of your beginnings.
But still you lack one thing:
! Go and sell what you own,
! and give the money to the poor,
! and you will have treasure in heaven;

! ! ! then come, follow me.”
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The young man was devastated.
! “When he heard this,
! he was shocked and went away grieving,
! for he had many possessions.”

! I’m not sure what he grieved.
Perhaps he grieved for his soul,
! because he knew that he could never give up his many possessions.  
Perhaps he grieved for his possessions,
! because he planned to go and sell them,
! ! but was sad to see them go.

We don’t know the answer.
We never hear what happened to that rich young man.
! Perhaps he came back to Jesus;
! perhaps he cursed Jesus’ name
! ! because Jesus had dared tell him
! ! ! what to do with his money.

What we do know is what Jesus said next,
! to his disciples.
! ! “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!
! ! ! It is easier for a camel
! ! ! ! to go through the eye of a needle
! ! ! than for someone who is rich
! ! ! ! to enter the kingdom of God.”
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Jesus spends an awful lot of time talking about money.
! It’s just about all he talks about.
! ! The kingdom,
! ! prayer,
! ! and money.

And there’s a good reason for that.
! Money ain’t easy.

If you don’t have any,
! you know that money ain’t easy.
If you got more than you need,
! you know that money ain’t easy.

! ! Jesus knows that.
! ! And he knows that if anything
! ! ! can get in between you and God,
! ! ! ! it’s money.

We’re all born looking for God,
! at least it seems that way.
And God isn’t always easy to find.
And so we go out looking for something easier.
! Something that we can control,
! something we can touch
! ! and taste
! ! and see.
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We buy stuff.
! We look forward to little boxes coming from Amazon
! and we go looking for cars we don’t need
! and houses we can’t afford
! and we buy dinners with too many calories
! and one drink too many.

We’ve all done it.
! But it never works.
! ! Not once,
! ! not ever.

The hole is still there;
we’re still looking for God.
! ! Just like the Hebrew people
! ! with that golden calf out in the desert.

Jesus is telling folks about that.
He’s telling the disciples about that.
! And they were greatly astounded.
! They were greatly astounded
! ! when he started talking about camels
! ! and rich folks
! ! and the eye of a needle.
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One little historical note here.
! Around Jerusalem there was a wall.
! And in that wall were several gates to go in and out.

At night they closed all these gates
! so that they could not be attacked.
! ! And they wouldn’t open the gates for anyone.
! ! They wouldn’t open the gates at night,
! ! ! save one.

! ! ! A tiny little gate,
! ! ! ! where just one person could fit through at a time.
! ! One person,
! ! ! with nothing.
! ! One person,
! ! ! who was willing to leave everything behind.

Imagine traveling across the desert,
! and you are almost to the safety of a city,
! ! but you don’t quite make it before night fall.

You have camels
! and servants
! and trunks full of treasure.

But the gates are closed
! and all you want is to be on the other side.

You have one option.
You can go to this tiny gate,
! “The Eye of the Needle”
! ! and you can walk through,

! ! ! ! alone.
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Your camels stay out in the desert;
your treasure stays out in the desert;
you leave everything behind,
! or you stay out in the desert.

! ! ! And so you stay out in the desert.

And this is what Jesus is telling his disciples about.
! This is the truth he is telling them.
! ! If you love your possessions above your own soul,
! ! ! then you are never going to make it through that gate.
! ! If you can’t leave it all behind,
! ! ! then you are stuck in the desert,
! ! ! ! all night long.

What are you holding on to?
! What’s keeping you out in the desert?
! ! Is it money?
! ! Is it pride?
! ! Is it anger or a lack of forgiveness?

It’s probably every one of those things,
! if the truth be told;

! ! ! every one of those things
! ! ! for every one of us sinners.
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There is a song by the band “Florence and the Machine”
! called Dog Days Are Over.

The line that always stands out to me is this one:
! “Leave all your loving,
! your loving behind.
! ! you can’t carry it with you if you want to survive.”

! ! ! ! If you want to survive;
! ! ! ! if you want to come in out of the desert,
! ! ! ! ! you’ve got to leave everything behind you.

Whatever possessions you have,
! leave them behind.
Whatever love you possess,
! give it away.
Whatever you have,
! spend it and give it to the poor,

! ! and then you’ll be following Jesus.

Approach with boldness.
! And it takes boldness to approach that kind of throne.
! ! It takes boldness to give every bit of your love away
! ! and to remember
! ! ! that you can’t take it with you when you go.

It takes every bit of boldness we possess
! to love with all we got,
! and remember that there will always be more.
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And if you can’t,
! if you can’t love with all you’ve got;
! if you can’t remember that there will always be more;

! ! then just approach with boldness,
! ! ! the throne of grace.

Approach with boldness
! and remember
! ! that what is impossible for mortals
! ! ! is possible for God.

Approach with boldness
! and remember,

! ! that you don’t belong to your possessions.

! ! ! ! You belong to God.
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