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I always find it interesting when Judas shows up in church.

Different gospel writers treat Judas with varying degrees of contempt.
! Each one is quick to point out,
! ! from the time they introduce Judas,
! ! ! that he was “the one who would betray Jesus.”
! And that is true.

! Some of the writers seem to pin the blame
! ! on a demon taking possession of Judas,
! while others seem to credit the betrayal
! ! as Judas’ own action.

Today’s selection from the book of Acts,
! a book written as a sequel to the Gospel of Luke,
this selection leaves out some of the gruesome details
! about the demise of Judas after the betrayal.

I will spare you the details,
! but suffice to say,
! the Bible is no children’s book.

Here in this reading from Acts,
! the disciples are trying to determine a replacement for Judas.

“And they cast lots for them,
! and the lot fell on Matthias;
! and he was added to the eleven apostles.”
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They cast lots.
! A little different from the process of finding a new rector
! ! or a new bishop.
! ! ! No parish profiles,
! ! ! no conference calls,
! ! ! ! just a couple of people,
! ! ! ! a little prayer
! ! ! ! and a decision.

I love the way that the Greek is translated.
! “And the lot fell on Matthias.”
! It fell on him.
! It is a burden.

And it is a burden to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.
! Paul says that we are yoked with Christ.
! We are bound to him in service to the Gospel,
! ! in service to the good news.

It’s not easy work.
! We have to love our neighbors.
! We have to love ourselves.
Not easy work at all.

Three times this summer
! we are going to celebrate baptisms here at St. Mark’s.
Three times
! we are going to have a chance to renew our baptismal covenant.

The covenant we make
! as a pledge to our work as disciples of Jesus Christ.
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And if you want to know what hard work looks like,
! you can find it in the promises of that covenant.
! ! “Seek and serve Christ in all persons.
! ! Respect the dignity of every human being.”
! ! ! It is good news.
! ! ! It’s also hard work.

No matter where you look in scripture,
! you will find instructions for loving your neighbor
! ! and loving yourself,

! and in so doing,
! ! loving the Lord your God.

It starts with God calling the creation good. 
! And then we move to the 10 commandments
! ! and to the book of Micah in the Old Testament.

“He has told you,
! O mortal, what is good;
! ! and what does the Lord require of you
! ! ! but to do justice
! ! ! and to love kindness,
! ! ! and to walk humbly with your God?

It’s simple.
But it is not easy.

3



Jesus takes the Law and he summarizes it this way:
! “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart
! ! and with all your soul
! ! and with all your mind.’
This is the first and greatest commandment.
And the second is like it:
! ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’
! ! All the law and the prophets
! ! ! hang on these two commandments.”

In other words:
! you can’t do anything
! ! if you aren’t loving God
! ! and if you aren’t loving your neighbor as yourself.

And if you are loving God
and you are loving your neighbor as yourself,
! you are already doing everything.

It’s simple,
but it is never easy.

There is a short quote that I think expresses
! just how difficult the gospel is:

“You only love God
! as much as the person you love the least.”

Think about the person that you love the least.
Think about how much they annoy you,
! how much they drive you crazy,
! how much they’ve hurt you,

and try to imagine loving them
! as a way to love God.
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I promise you,
! that is neither simple,
! nor easy in the least.

But that is what we are called to do.

We are called to love our partners and our children
! in the name of God.

We are called to love our enemies
! in the name of God.

It ain’t easy.
It is a burden.
! And sometimes we won’t get it right.

But when you fail,
! remember one thing.

Remember those eleven disciples,
! casting lots
! ! to see who would join them on this road.

Remember that they failed;
remember that they almost never got it right.
!
And remember that after all of the betrayal,
! after they fled and ran for their lives,
! after they denied Jesus again and again.

Remember that he came right back to them,
! wounded,
! resurrected,
!
! and with a heart full of love.
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