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But about that day or hour
! no one knows,
! ! neither the angels in heaven,
! ! nor the Son,
! ! ! but only the Father.

! Beware,
! keep alert.

This was all supposed to happen about 6 months ago.
! The apocalypse that is.
On my birthday actually.

I’m sure you remember the stories about Harold Camping,
! the head of the Christian broadcasting company, Family Radio.
! ! He became convinced
! ! ! that Jesus was coming back on May 21, 2011.
! ! ! ! He was convinced,
! ! ! ! and he convinced a fair number of others
! ! ! ! ! that this was the case.

How he knew,
! and how he narrowed it down to such a specific date,
! ! I still don’t quite understand.

Jesus says pretty plainly,
! “but about that day or hour,
! ! no one knows.”
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But Harold Camping thought he knew.
! He even had a clever website for the whole thing:
! ! “we can know.com.”

But the day came and went,
! and things went on pretty much the same as before.

It might be nice to know.
It might be nice to know when we’ll see the Son of Man
! coming in clouds.
It might be nice to know
! when we will see the sun darkened
! and the moon snuffed out
! and the stars falling from heaven.

But Jesus is telling us that we can’t know.

Jesus is telling us that we’re just going to have to keep on looking.

We’re going to have to keep looking for God everywhere we go.

! ! Because you never know where God might show up.

This passage in Mark is called the “Little Apocalypse.”
! And in Mark’s gospel it happens right before the Last Supper;
! ! right before Jesus is arrested;
! ! right before Jesus is crucified.
This Little Apocalypse happens
! ! right before everything falls apart.
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Jesus is telling his disciples about the way things are,
! about the way things are going to be.

! ! And he is telling them to keep on looking for God,
! ! ! while things fall apart around them.

It may seem odd to talk about the end of things,
! here at the very beginning of our church year.

But really, we are talking about God breaking into the world.
! We are talking about the heavens splitting apart.

! We are talking about a baby in a manger
! ! and angels and shepherds,

! but that means that we’re talking about
! ! the destruction of everything
! ! ! that might have ever separated us from God.

In the Gospel of Mark,
! that which separates us from God
! ! has been torn asunder;
! ! utterly destroyed.

Whether that is the holy of holies,
! ! or the heavens themselves.
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In my office,
! just as you pass through the door,
! ! there is a plaque which reads,
! ! ! “Bidden or not bidden,
! ! ! God is present.”

Or put another way,
! ! ! “Whether you know it or not,
! ! ! God is with you, all the time.” 

! ! ! “about that day or hour
! ! ! no one knows.”

But look around;
! look and you will see God;
! look and you will find that God has been present all the time.

In Mark’s gospel we are constantly looking for God,
! and finding God in Jesus Christ.

In this Advent season we are called to look for God,
! to anticipate God’s arrival among us.

But where do we look this Advent?
Where do we find God?
! ! Not in the glorious temple,
! ! ! but on the cross.
! ! Not with the rich and the successful,
! ! ! but with the least and the lost.
! ! Not in a palace,
! ! ! but in a manger.
! ! Not in a tomb,
! ! ! but raised to new life.
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What looks like defeat and turmoil to us
! always becomes victory for God.
! !

! ! And that is the best news we can hear.

It doesn’t matter if it’s Christmas time;
! or if we just came home from a wonderful Thanksgiving.
! ! There’s always going to be something broken,
! ! ! something we wished would just go away.

It’s easy to see God in the joyful Christmas
! and in the Thanksgiving bounty.

But Mark’s Little Apocalypse
! is telling us that God is also in the broken family
! ! and in the loneliness of an empty place at the table.

! ! ! God is with us,
! ! ! bidden or not bidden. 

God is with us,
! even when the stars are falling out of the sky
! and our whole world is crashing down around us.

5



We will spend the next four weeks
! waiting on Christmas.

We will spend the next four weeks,
! and the rest of our lives,
! ! waiting to see how God will break into the world.

! ! ! ! And God always breaks in.

Whatever might separate us from God,
! it will be destroyed.

God will break in,
! tearing apart heaven and earth,
! making all things new,
! seeking the lost and finding us.

! ! Beware,
! ! keep alert.
! ! ! The sun will lose its light
! ! ! and stars will fall from the sky.

! !
! ! Beware,
! ! keep alert.
! ! ! The God of Love will seek after you.

6


